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District 2 faces suit by ex-administrator

 Tickets & info @ the WYO 307-672-9084, or @  www.BigHornMountainFestival.com

 Contests, Band Scrambles, Award Winning Performers and more July 8, 9, 10 �
 Acoustic Americana, Bluegrass, Folk, Old Time, Traditional Live Music

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — Former Sheridan
County School District 2 (Sheridan/Story)
administrator and teacher Michael Kadera
has filed an employee discrimination law-
suit against the school district, its superin-
tendent, Craig Dougherty, and Assistant
Superintendent Terry Burgess. 

Kadera, who filed the lawsuit in mid-

June, alleges
the school dis-
trict,
Dougherty and
Burgess dis-
criminated
against him for
providing neg-
ative testimony
against the two
in another
District 2 dis-

crimination lawsuit.
Kadera is

requesting a six-per-
son jury and unspec-
ified compensation
for loss of wages
and benefits, general
damages for embar-
rassment, humilia-
tion and emotional
distress, and puni-
tive damages. 

The complaint was filed in U.S.
District Court of Wyoming in Cheyenne.

“There is no merit to the claims being
made by Mr. Kadera and the school dis-
trict is aggressively defending the matter,”
Dougherty told The Sheridan Press by
phone this morning. “Because the matter
is currently pending, we cannot comment
further.”

By Carrie Haderlie
carrie@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — With heavy packs and bottles
of water in hand, three travelers with the Great
American Walkabout left Sheridan’s Trail’s End
motel and headed to Buffalo on foot Tuesday
morning.

They are Eddie Bond, Eli Lepen and Michael
Nelson, who began their cross-country journey in
San Francisco in March. The men hope to make
it to Times Square in New York City by

Halloween.
They are filming their journey for The Travel

Channel, Bond said.
“Two of us are Army vets, and we’re walking

across America to find out what we were fighting
for,” Bond said. “In addition, we are making a
show for the Travel Channel about human expe-
rience — it is about exploring and experiencing
America and meeting people that make this coun-
try great.”

SHERIDAN — The Sheridan Memorial
Hospital Foundation announced Monday that the
William F. and Lorene W. Welch Foundation
pledged $250,000 to support the new Welch Cancer
Center project.

“William and Lorene Welch were solid support-
ers of Sheridan Memorial Hospital when they were
alive, and they left a legacy which continues to help
make Sheridan a strong community today,” hospital
CEO Mike McCafferty said in a press release.
”With their initial gift 26 years ago in 1985, total
gifts from Mr. and Mrs. Welch and their foundation
have exceeded $1,285,000 to Sheridan Memorial
Hospital. 

“The community certainly owes a debt of grati-
tude to Mr. and Mrs. Welch for setting health care as
a priority.”

Dr. John Stamato, a board-certified radiation oncologist, leads the radia-
tion therapy team at the center.

“The Welch Cancer Center will continue to provide state-of-the-art can-
cer care to those in Sheridan and the surrounding communities,” Stamato
said in the release. “We are extremely honored to recognize the Welch
pledge of support for this project. 

From Staff Reports

Farmers and ranchers in five
Wyoming counties, including
Sheridan County, may be eligible
for emergency loans after a presi-
dential major disaster declaration
in Montana due to flooding and
storms in April and May, according
to a press release from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Farm
Service Agency.

The presidential declaration has

made Montana counties eligible for
disaster assistance. In Wyoming,
Big Horn, Campbell, Crook, Park
and Sheridan counties are contigu-
ous to the primary designated
Montana counties and thus are also
eligible for assistance. 

Farmers and ranchers may qual-
ify for emergency loans based on
losses caused by severe storms
occurring April 3, 8, 22, 26 and 30;
May 9-10, 18-21 and 30; and flood-
ing resulting from those storms

beginning April 4 and continuing.
To qualify for production loss

loans, applicants must have suf-
fered at least a 30 percent loss of
their normal production per acre or
normal per animal production.
Production losses are calculated
from an average of the three years
immediately preceeding the disas-
ter year and may be made for an
amount up to 100 percent of the
total actual calculated production
loss.

Physical loss loan applicants
must have suffered severe physical
losses affecting the ability of their
operation to continue on a reason-
ably sound basis. All applicants
must have sufficient equity to
secure the loan, and the operation
must show repayment ability.

Under the FSA Emergency
Loan Program, the amount avail-
able to qualified producers cannot
exceed the sum of the physical loss
or $500,000, whichever is less.

The FSA interest rate is 3.75
percent for the entire loan amount.
FSA emergency loans are available
only to operators of not larger than
family-size farms and operators
unable to obtain credit elsewhere.

The deadline for applying for
FSA loans under this disaster des-
ignation is Feb. 17. For further
information, farmers and ranchers
located in designated counties are
encouraged to contact their local
FSA county office.

From Staff Reports

A detour on U.S. Highway 14 around a slide
approximately 31.5 miles east of Greybull is
scheduled to open to through traffic by Friday
weather permitting, according to the Wyoming
Department of Transportation.

The constructed detour will handle two
lanes of traffic and is scheduled to be paved
Thursday, WYDOT said in a press release
Tuesday. 

WYDOT officials and contractor Wilson
Brothers Construction of Cowley are optimistic
U.S. 14 will reopen to traffic by Friday, just 10
days after the emergency road repairs started.

According to the release, WYDOT last
week verbally approved a $164,877 bid to
allow Wilson Brothers to begin constructing the
detour. The contractor had worked seven
straight days as of Tuesday.

“There is no merit to
the claims being made by
Mr. Kadera and the
school district is aggres-
sively defending the mat-
ter.’’ 

District 2 Superintendent
Craig Dougherty

Quotable

OPENING SOON

Courtesy photo/Wyoming Department of Transportation

Cross-country-bound trio stops here
as part of journey for Travel Channel

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — The three
municipal members of the panel
formed to review proposals to pro-
vide ambulance services to the city
met this morning and postponed
their recommendation to city
department heads for one more
day.

“I’d like another day or so,”
City Council President John
Bigelow said today. “We want to
make sure we have every single
thing covered.”

Police Chief Rich Adriaens

acknowledged that the public is
“probably anxious,” but the three
panelists said they want to review
financial information for the dual-
role proposal from Sheridan Fire-
Rescue one more time.

Bigelow said he did a rough
analysis of the figures provided
and cannot get close to the
$150,000 subsidy the proposal says
would be needed. His analysis indi-
cates a higher subsidy would be
needed, but he would not say how
much higher, as his analysis wasn’t
complete. 

Detour around road slide in Bighorns
to open by Friday — weather permitting

Wilson Brothers Construction of Cowley works on a detour around a 100-foot section of U.S.
Highway 14 that is continuing to slide Tuesday afternoon in the Bighorn Mountains 31.5 miles
east of Greybull. Weather permitting, the detour is scheduled to open Friday to through traffic.
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Until Tomorrow ...

From left, Michael
Nelson, Eli Lepen and

Eddie Bond of “The
Great American

Walkabout” pass through
Sheridan on Tuesday.
The trio is filming its

cross-country journey
and plans to pitch it to

the Travel Channel. The
trek began in March in
San Francisco and is
scheduled to end by

Halloween in New York
City’s Times Square. 

The Sheridan Press/Carrie Haderlie
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 the quick sale of�your  the quick sale of�your 
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 allowing me the  allowing me the 
 opportunity to list your  opportunity to list your 
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 your life!! :) your life!! :)

 Amy Amy

 Congratulations
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Route 14 East out of Sheridan and corner of County Road 149
Phone (307) 737-2606

In 2005 former District 2 employees Kathleen
Milligan-Hitt and Kathryn R. Roberts sued the
school district and its top two administrators for
allegedly violating the women’s constitutional rights
of privacy, freedom of association and equal protec-
tion. Milligan-Hitt and Roberts are gay. 

The pair initially won their case, but that decision
was reversed by the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in
Denver. That court ruled that because Dougherty
lacked final policymaking authority, his alleged dis-
crimination could not be a basis for municipal liabil-
ity, and because the law did not clearly forbid
Dougherty’s alleged actions at the time, he had qual-
ified immunity from a personal lawsuit.

During the initial trial involving the two women,
Kadera provided testimony that portrayed Dougherty
in a negative light. For example, he said Dougherty
used vulgar language toward him and that it was not
uncommon for Dougherty to ignore him. 

Kadera also testified that he felt his job was
"hanging from a thread" as a result of his relationship
with Dougherty.

Since that testimony, Kadera alleges that he
“began to be subjected to a series of ongoing retalia-
tory acts by the defendants which affected circum-
stances of his employment, which created an adverse,
unwelcome, and hostile working environment, and
which ultimately resulted in the loss of his employ-
ment in the district first as an administrator, and then
as an instructor.”

Kadera began his employment with the school

district as a junior high school principal in 1996,
became an assistant middle school principal in 1998,
and became a teacher in the district in 2007.

The complaint also claims that the “pattern of
retaliatory acts was motivated by and occurred in
response to the defendants’ unhappiness, anger,
and/or resentment over the critical and adverse testi-
mony provided by Kadera in his deposition and trial
testimony.”

Specific examples of discrimination cited in the
complaint include Kadera’s receiving wages lower
than other school district employees in similar posi-
tions and inaccurate or exaggerated information in
employee evaluations.

In April 2010, Kadera received written notice
informing him that his contract for the following
school year would not be renewed. According to the
Kadera’s complaint, in the fall of 2010, the school
board again affirmed “its decision to non-renew
plaintiff’s contract on the basis of representations
made to the board members by Dougherty and/or
other district administrators despite its knowledge”
that Kadera challenged the reasons he was being ter-
minated. 

Kadera is being represented by Patrick E. Hacker,
Gregory P. Hacker, and Erin M. Kendall, all of their
Cheyenne law firm Hacker, Hacker & Kendall, P.C. 

While the complaint against Burgess is only in his
official capacity as assistant superintendent, the alle-
gations against Dougherty regard both his official
capacity as superintendent and him individually.

The defendants have 21 days to respond to
Kadera’s complaint, making the deadline July 8.

(Continued from Page 1)

Lawsuit

The slide area remains active, according to
Shelby Carlson, WYDOT district engineer in Basin.
According to the release, WYDOT is monitoring
other highway cracks for movement between the
slide area and Shell that have emerged this month due
to saturated soils and heavy snowpack.

"We are concerned about several other areas,
including significant cracking and movement at mile-
post 29, 2 1/2 miles down the mountain from the cur-
rent slide," Carlson said in the release.

Movement of the 100-foot section of highway
above Shell Falls — 31.5 miles east of Greybull —
was first discovered June 10. The highway has
remained closed on each side of the slide since June
13. 

According to the release, recreational traffic is
permitted to travel to milepost 31.5 at Ranger Creek
on the west side of the mountain, while recreational
traffic coming from the east side is permitted to trav-
el to milepost 33, two miles south of Antelope Butte
Ski Area. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Detour

Bigelow, Adriaens and City
Clerk Scott Badley, who make up
the municipal portion of the panel,
continue to question the numbers
of calls and rate of collection
assumed in the dual-role proposal.

Dr. Irving Robinson of
Sheridan and Campbell County
Emergency Services Manager
Gregg Mentzel are also on the
panel but have participated only at
a “technical” level.

The three municipal panelists
agreed that they should still pro-
vide a recommendation to the
department heads, who will then
review the proposals themselves
and submit a recommendation to
the council. 

The panel is also expected to
recommend the council adopt an
ordinance outlining city oversight
of any emergency medical servic-
es provider.

The panel plans to meet again
at 8 a.m. Thursday at City Hall.
The panel is expected to decide on
its recommendation then.

(Continued from Page 1)

Panel

“This organization’s funding has always been
extremely important to our cancer care vision, and we
are pleased to partner with the Welch Foundation on
many of our projects.”

With this most recent gift, the Sheridan Memorial
Hospital Foundation campaign has secured more than
$2.77 million in gifts and pledges toward its $4 million
goal. A groundbreaking was celebrated June 16, and
construction on the new center will be visible this sum-
mer.

When completed in the fall of 2012, the center will
provide much needed space for patients and their fami-
lies during their diagnosis and throughout treatment,
according to the release.

According to Foundation
Director Ada Kirven, the Hospital
Foundation was asked by
Sheridan Memorial Hospital to
raise funds to support a portion of
$8.4 million project cost, which
includes the building and new
equipment.

A public campaign on the
project is in progress.
Community members are encour-
aged to call 673-2418 for more
information about the Welch
Cancer Center fundraising effort
or to schedule a presentation and
tour of the existing facility.

(Continued from Page 1)

Cancer center

A call to the Travel Channel’s production department
about the Great American Walkabout was not returned
by Press deadline today.

Bond said the three have a mission to inspire people
to live their passion and follow their dreams. On his
website, Bond wrote that the three have “never before
felt so welcomed or experienced such hospitality” as
they did in Sheridan.

“It is now summer, and the heat is intense,” he wrote.
And hot it was — temperatures reached the mid-90s

Tuesday.

“We stopped at the thrift stores and traded our heavy
winter clothes for lighter warm-weather clothes, as well
as sleeping bags and other gear,” Bond wrote. “We are
behind schedule, but getting into the grind, and picking
up steam. Soon we'll be in South Dakota, visiting Mount
Rushmore. 

“We’re staying at the Trail's End Motel, with the
Firewater Lounge, the best food we've had the whole
trip, this place seriously rocks. Sheridan is a true gem,
hidden deep in God's Country.”

For more information, visit www.thegreatamerican-
walkabout.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

Trio

Dr. John
Stamato
Radiation
Oncologist
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