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CHEYENNE  (AP) — A well
named Jake and a controversial
drilling technique are fueling a
Western oil rush, raising hopes for
economic revival and questions about
the environment — and who’s going
to share in the wealth.

Not many wells have been drilled
yet, but just about everything else is in
place for an oil boom in eastern
Wyoming, northern Colorado and
western Nebraska, where the
Niobrara Shale and its hard-to-tap
crude lie nearly two miles under-
ground.

Preliminary work is under way to
map underground geological forma-
tions to figure out the best places to
drill. Oil prospectors are poring over
courthouse records to see who holds
mineral rights so they can negotiate
deals.

Companies large and small are
betting millions that the Niobrara
holds gobs of recoverable oil like the
similar — and booming — Bakken
Shale field in western North Dakota.
With oil money leading the way,
North Dakota has coasted through the
recession with 3.6 percent unemploy-
ment, lowest of any state, and a budg-
et surplus of over $500 million.

Wealth like that could transform
Cheyenne, a wind-swept state capital
with too many vacant old buildings,
and other parts of the exploration area
with more jobs, more tax revenue and
bustling support businesses.

Surely everyone is excited, right?
Not exactly, not with so many

questions still to be answered.
“I’ve got mixed emotions about it,

really. In the past, it’s just been a
farmer community,” farmer Todd
Martin said as he unloaded wheat
from a truck to a bin in Carpenter, a
town with dirt streets and maybe 100
people 25 miles southeast of
Cheyenne. “It’s going to change some
people’s lives, if they hit.”

Hardly anyone outside the indus-
try talks about the oil rush for long
without mentioning, apprehensively,
the Gulf of Mexico catastrophe. Such
a difficult-to-end spill would be hard
to imagine happening here.

Here’s to your health

A Doggone Good Time

Aidan Bagwell, 11, of Sheridan is overcome by puppies during Saturday’s second annual Scratch-N-
Sniff Fun Day at Kendrick Park. A total of $1,600 was raised for the Dog & Cat Shelter.
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Joan Kunesh of Sheridan has her blood pressure checked by Sheridan Memorial Hospital Pharmacy Manager Kirsi Ludwig during
Saturday’s Health Fair at the Bruce Hoffman Golden Dome. Around 50 booths were set up to provide wellness screenings and informa-
tion for area residents.

Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., speaks with Hospice of the Big
Horns volunteer Dwight French of Sheridan during Saturday’s
Health Fair at Sheridan College.

• Health Fair draws participants 
of all ages to Golden Dome
By Michael Pearlman
michael@thesheridanpress.com

Sheridan residents of all ages turned out to take advantage of free screen-
ings and wellness information at Saturday’s Health Fair at the Bruce Hoffman
Golden Dome.

“We had all ages there, because people really think this is a great way to get
a baseline check and to take advantage of opportunities for free services,” said
Sheridan Memorial Hospital Community Relations Coordinator Cecile
Pattison.

Four taken to SMH after 
car crashes into house

From staff reports

A 16-year-old Sheridan male
and three passengers were taken to
Sheridan Memorial Hospital on
Sunday afternoon after the vehicle
they were in crashed into a house at
the corner of Sioux and Thurmond
streets.

According to the Sheridan
Police Department, the juvenile
male driver was cited for driving
while under the influence of an
inhalant, driving without a license,
and reckless driving.

Because the driver of the vehicle
is a juvenile, police would not
release his name. Names and ages
of the three passengers were not
available this morning from the
police department. Without a name,
Sheridan Memorial Hospital cannot
check the status of  patients.

Sheridan Fire-Rescue was dis-
patched to the scene at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. 

Tax 
Hearings

By Michael Pearlman
michael@thesheridanpress.com

The Sheridan County Board of
Equalization heard tax assessment
appeals from two residents at con-
tested-case hearings Thursday and
Friday.

In May, petitioners Bill Doenz
and Mike Watkins filed appeals of
assessments of property and
buildings.
Both men
were repre-
sented by
attorney
Brian
Beisher of
Sheridan.

According
to County
Assessor
Paul Fall,
Doenz is
appealing
three acres of
farmstead
assessed at
$47,000 per
acre on his D
Bar D Ranch
in Big Horn.
He is also
appealing a
home and
land in the
Woodland
Park subdivi-
sion assessed
at $211,612.

Watkins is
appealing a
$278,890 assessment of his home
at 50 State Highway 335.

On Monday, Doenz said his
appeal is based on application of
Senate File 144, a bill passed by
the Wyoming Legislature in 2009
that requires county assessors to
follow standards set by the
International Association of
Assessing Officers. One of those
standards, according to Doenz, is
that all homes in a single neigh-
borhood must be factored up or
down. 
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Firefighter II and Emergency Medical Technician Robert Dobbs with
Sheridan Fire-Rescue works Sunday to remove a car that crashed
into a house at the corner of Sioux and Thurmond streets. The 16-
year-old male driver and three passengers were transported to
Sheridan Memorial Hospital for treatment. The driver was cited with
driving while under the influence of an inhalant, driving without a
license, and reckless driving.
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Extrication crews removed the top of the car, opened
the doors, and stabilized the vehicle in order to remove
the four passengers with the help of Rocky Mountain
Ambulance.

Sheridan Fire-Rescue Division Chief Terry Lenhart
said the “mechanism of injury was significant,” and
therefore it was likely that injuries to the passengers

were significant as well.
The mechanism of injury refers to the circumstance

in which an injury occurs.
Sheridan Fire-Rescue crews were on the scene until

approximately 4:30 p.m., time which included removing
the car from the house. 

According to SPD, the Honda Civic cracked the
foundation of the home, which belongs to Lorna and Jeff
Poulsen.

(Continued from Page 1)

Crash

Attendance is not taken at the event, however
Pattison acknowledged that attendance at the Health Fair
appears to have declined slightly in recent years. 

She pointed out that residents who took part in the
blood screenings offered at SMH last month now have
their results mailed to them. This eliminates the crowds
that turned out in the past simply to pick up their results.

“We used to see people come to the Health Fair and
leave,” Pattison said. “Now the people who come to the
Health Fair are there to take advantage of the informa-
tion and screenings.”

The Health Fair offered more than 50 screening and

information booths, with physicians and registered nurs-
es helping to interpret blood test results. Outside the
dome, Sheridan Fire-Rescue offered checks to make
sure child seats were properly installed in vehicles. 

Inside, the Welch Cancer Center offered face screen-
ing for skin abnormalities and drew around 50 people,
according to Pattison. Bighorn Surgical Center offered
screening for peripheral arterial disease, and Sheridan
Memorial Hospital offered bone-density screening serv-
ices. 

The SMH pharmacy department also had a booth
offering information on its medication assistance pro-
gram.

(Continued from Page 1)

Fair

In the case of his Woodland Park home, only Doenz
and one neighbor had assessments that increased,
while other neighbors’ assessments decreased.

Doenz also said that his three acres of farmstead
parcels are in an area Sheridan County has zoned agri-
cultural, which limits lot sales to 35 acres or more. 

“They’re comparing my home with subdivisions
where you can sell two-acre parcels,” he added.
“We’re being taxed as if we could sell one acre for
$47,000, and there’s no way we could.”

Doenz and Watkins are board members of the
Equality State Taxpayers Association, an organization
that advocates a change in Wyoming assessment law.
Doenz supports switching from the ad valorem method
to the acquisition method of calculating property
taxes. 

The ad valorem method is based on the assessed

value of the real estate and can change annually. The
acquisition method would base property taxes on the
price paid for the house, plus improvements.

Doenz unsuccessfully challenged Rep. Rosie
Berger, R-Big Horn, in the August Republican primary
for the seat representing Wyoming House District 51.

Beisher and Sheridan County Deputy Attorney
Lynn Smith have until Oct. 3 to submit facts and find-
ings of the case to the Board of Equalization, which is
composed of the five county commissioners.

The board will then review the case and render a
decision. Either party may then appeal to the state
Board of Equalization. Doenz said that if he loses his
appeal, he plans to bring the facts of his case before
legislators who wrote Senate File 144.

“I’m going to take this back to the legislators who
proposed that law and ask them if this is what they
were intending,” he said.

(Continued from Page 1)

Hearings

That doesn’t mean an oil boom couldn’t create a
booming headache.

Even minor spills would be a very up-close-and-per-
sonal problem for homeowners, particularly in the wide
ring of fairly new homes on 5- to 40-acre lots surround-
ing Cheyenne.

“That Gulf deal makes you a little uneasy,” said Paul
Terry, a former Oregon logger who moved to his house
on 10 acres north of Cheyenne a couple years ago. “If I
had them messing with my stuff, I’d want some ground
rules. I’m not against it, but I’m not saying give them a
free hand.”

He said three companies have approached him in the
last few months about possibly drilling beneath his prop-
erty.

As in the Bakken, drilling in the Niobrara wouldn’t
be profitable without hydraulic fracturing, or fracking,
which some have blamed for groundwater contamina-
tion. It involves pumping a pressurized mix of water,
sand and chemicals underground to crack open fissures
and improve the flow of oil or gas.

The Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission in June passed a range of tougher state
rules for oil and gas drilling, including fracking.

Martin said he researched fracking online and
believes it’s probably safe enough for his farm on the
Colorado-Wyoming line.

“If they cut corners, then sure, it can contaminate the
groundwater,” he said. “You hope they do it the way
they’re supposed to.”

The situation is complicated by the fact that many
people don’t own the rights to minerals beneath their
land. Whoever does has a right to put an oil well in your
yard, with or without your permission, and doesn’t have
to share the profits — just the pollution.

Even among those who own their minerals, not all
are daydreaming much about getting rich.

“Beverly Hillbillies, rags to riches, we’ve got oil?

Not necessarily,” said Diane Bishop, who owns 70 acres
near Cheyenne. She and her husband, Rick, who are
moving here from Texas and plan to build a log home on
their land later this year, own the mineral rights beneath
half of their property.

“We’ll be lucky to get enough money to pay the taxes
on our property out there,” Bishop said.

Companies intend to drill not only downward to the
Niobrara but also horizontally, sometimes half a mile or
more, after reaching the formation. That means one well
could cross beneath several properties. Anyone who
owned less than a substantial chunk of land — upward
of a square mile — would have to divvy up royalties
with at least one and possibly several neighbors.

Big-time landowners, mainly cattle ranchers who
own their minerals, would be in the best position to
strike it rich.

All of this speculation began with Jake. The well in
far northern Colorado was yielding 1,770 barrels of oil a
day — eye-popping production for this region — after it
was drilled and fracked for Houston-based EOG
Resources last fall. Jake’s production has tapered off sig-
nificantly, as usually happens, but not before other com-
panies took notice.

An old-fashioned land rush was on.
So far this year, more than 100 drilling permits have

been granted in southeast Wyoming, far surpassing all
previous activity in the area.

Meanwhile, Wyoming has reaped a record $101 mil-
lion since May by auctioning off rights to drill on state
land, the vast majority of it in the eastern part of the
state. Nebraska and Colorado have set similar records.

The big question is how much oil is down there, and
all eyes are on the next wells to be drilled. As soon as
this fall, they could show whether a wide swath of the
Niobrara covering hundreds of square miles is likely to
be as productive as the Bakken, said Bruce Hinchey,
president of Petroleum Association of Wyoming.

“If they come in pretty good, I think next year is
going to be a barn-burner,” he said.

(Continued from Page 1)

Oil

HELENA, Mont. (AP) —
Arguments will be heard Tuesday
in a lawsuit that claims the federal
government is harming bison popu-
lations by not allowing them to
roam outside Yellowstone National
Park.

A coalition of environmental
and wildlife groups filed the case
last year, claiming that by not
allowing bison on the Gallatin
National Forest outside of
Yellowstone, federal agencies are
managing the public lands for the
benefit of domestic cattle and not
for native wildlife.

The plaintiffs want the court to
order the National Park Service,
U.S. Forest Service and other fed-
eral agencies to analyze any new
information relating to bison man-
agement and brucellosis disease
transmission from bison to cattle.

The Independent Record reports

the plaintiffs also want the judge to
require the federal agencies to
“take a hard look” at environmental
impacts and use the best available
science about wild bison to guide
future management activities.

“There are plenty of areas
where we can make room for bison
and still protect Montana’s brucel-
losis-free status, and the Gallatin
National Forest is a perfect place
for them,” said Glenn Hockett,
president of the Gallatin Wildlife
Association’s board of directors.
“Bison are wild animals and should
be managed just like elk.”

The federal agencies have coun-
tered by saying that cattle grazing
is allowed in the national forest,
but if it wasn’t, that wouldn’t nec-
essarily mean that bison would
roam there.

“Each allotment listed is not
necessarily suitable for bison due

to other factors, and even if cattle
grazing were terminated, bison
would not necessarily occupy the
allotments,” the defendants state in
court documents.

The plaintiffs say that under the
Interagency Bison Management
Plan, more than 3,500 bison roam-
ing outside Yellowstone have been
killed over the last decade, mainly
due to fears about the transmission
of brucellosis.

Brucellosis can cause weight
loss, abortion and lower milk pro-
duction in cattle.

The plaintiffs wrote in their
complaint that the National Park
Service “oversaw and carried out
the slaughter” of 1,434 bison from
Yellowstone National Park —
about one third of the existing pop-
ulation of wild bison in the region
— in the winter and spring of
2007-2008.

Hearing set on Yellowstone 
bison-management lawsuitTORRINGTON (AP) — The

Wyoming Highway Patrol says a
tractor-trailer rig crossed the center-
line of a highway eight miles east of
Torrington and collided with a car,
killing two people.

The patrol said Monday that 73-
year-old Willis G. Davis and 70-

year-old Marnell S. Davis, both of
Torrington, died Friday afternoon
when their car hit the rear wheels of
the tractor-trailer on Wyoming 92.

Seventy-two-year-old Carol
Scott of Sacramento, Calif., a pas-
senger in the car, was taken to a hos-
pital in Scottsbluff, Neb. Details

about her injuries weren’t released.
Investigators identified the truck

driver as 34-year-old Jamie R.
Brunner of Minatare, Neb. He was
treated and released.

No charges have been filed. The
wreck is still under investigation.

Car-truck crash outside Torrington kills 2
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