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Good
Afternoon!

The Future Of
Ambulance Service

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

The five-person panel reviewing
three proposals submitted to the city
to provide ambulance services will
hear presentations on the bids
Monday in three separate meetings at
City Hall.

A presentation on the Sheridan
Fire-Rescue dual-role proposal will
be heard at 10 a.m. 

The proposal from Rocky
Mountain Ambulance will be pre-
sented at 1 p.m., and Sheridan Fire-
Rescue’s single-role proposal will be
heard at 3:30 p.m.

Copies of the proposals are avail-
able on the city’s website, www.city-
sheridan-wy.com.

Originally the panel hoped to pro-
vide a recommendation at Monday’s
City Council meeting, but City Clerk
Scott Badley said that is unlikely to
happen due to the nature of follow-up
questions that will likely be asked
during the presentations Monday.

“It depends on how the next ses-
sion goes, but likely not,” Badley said
regarding whether the panel would
provide a recommendation to council
Monday. “We’re just kind of going
meeting by meeting right now.”

Badley is one of the panel mem-
bers. The others are Sheridan Police
Chief Rich Adriaens, council
President John Bigelow, Dr. Irving
Robinson of Sheridan, and Campbell
County Emergency Services
Manager Gregg Mentzel.

By Carrie Haderlie
carrie@thesheridanpress.com

On what could be a very somber spot on Sheridan’s northwest
side, hope filled the air Thursday afternoon.

A small crowd of doctors, hospital staff, community members
and cancer survivors gathered at the Welch Cancer Center to cel-
ebrate the groundbreaking for a new 14,000-square-foot cancer
treatment facility.

“We have come a long way in cancer care in this community,”
Dr. John Stamato said.

When he started treating patients at the Welch Cancer Center
at Sheridan Memorial Hospital 15 years ago, Stamato said he had
a staff of one.

“This will be a beautiful facility,” he said. “We will stay on the
cutting edge of cancer treatment.”

Hospital CEO Mike McCafferty said the board of trustees
started planning the expansion 10 years ago, but the vision for a
great hospital and cancer center in Sheridan goes back 50, 60 or
70 years.

“The support and the philanthropy in this community over the
years has been tremendous,” McCafferty said. “We’ve got great
opportunities for expansion and growth, and we owe it all to the
visionary folks that put us here.”

Cancer center staff members today, Stamato said, are caring,
compassionate and dedicated to what they do.

New Cancer Center will provide hope, care in Sheridan

Only 100 Miles To Go

Runners make their way up Tongue River Canyon during the annual 100-mile Big Horn
Mountain Wild and Scenic Trail Endurance Run this morning outside Dayton. The 100-miler will
conclude Saturday morning. Three shorter races will take place tomorrow.

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

A former Rocky
Mountain Ambulance
employee criticized
aspects of the company's
care and management in
an interview with The
Sheridan Press earlier
this week. 

"Rocky (Mountain
Ambulance) provides
very compassionate care
to their patients, however
they do not provide the
level of care (I feel should be provid-
ed) — and I'm not sure that they have
the knowledge to provide the level of

care, and they don't have the training
in place to provide that," said former
RMA paramedic Phil Mediate. 

He added, "So as a tax-
payer, not as a former
employee, but as a taxpayer,
I want the best coming to my
house, and I don't know if I
could allow them to work on
my family."

Mediate, 24, worked as a
paramedic at RMA from
July-August 2009 full time
and as a part-time employee
through the end of 2009. He
has been an emergency med-

ical technician since 2006 and
became a paramedic in 2008. 

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

Rocky Mountain Ambulance co-owner Rick Ballard addressed concerns
regarding the accuracy of some information in the company’s proposal to the city
of Sheridan in an interview with The Sheridan Press this morning.

In reviewing RMA’s proposal to provide emergency medical services to the
city, The Sheridan Press found that the company’s employee list includes people
who no longer live in the state and false information on one of the owner's
resumes.

As part of its proposal to the city, RMA submitted the resumes of its top three
employees — co-owners Ballard and Tom Goodwin and Assistant Director/Field
Supervisor Marc Ketcham.

In Goodwin's resume, he claims to be both a state-certified and nationally reg-
istered paramedic. The Sheridan Press attempted to verify that information
through the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians, but Goodwin's
name was not found as a nationally registered EMT at any level — basic, inter-
mediate or paramedic.

Federal panel won’t halt 
Tongue River Railroad in Montana
BILLINGS (AP) — A

federal panel has rejected
an attempt by conservation-
ists to halt the construction
of a long-stalled 121-mile
railroad that would open a
new area of Montana to
coal mining.

The Surface
Transportation Board said
opponents failed to show
why the $550 million rail
line needed further environ-
mental review. The decision
came Wednesday in
response to a petition by the
Northern Plains Resource Council and Montana
rancher Mark Fix, who lives along the proposed
railroad route.

“We believe that (the Tongue River Railroad
Company) should be allowed to move forward with
this project without being subjected to the delay,
costs and uncertainty that reopening this case now
would cause,” the decision said.

The petition was one of several legal challenges
by environmentalists seeking to stall Gov. Brian

Schweitzer’s push for a
major expansion of coal
mining in the state.

Schweitzer and industry
representatives have heavi-
ly promoted the growth
potential in Asian markets,
although domestic coal
markets are projected to
remain relatively stable in
coming years.

The mines best poised
to serve those markets are
in the Powder River Basin
of Wyoming and Montana.

Tongue River Railroad
developer Mike Gustafson said the decision under-
scored that there had been adequate chance for the
public and government agencies to weigh in during the
permitting process.

“TRRC believes the STB decision once again
reaffirms the comprehensive environmental analysis
completed by the TRRC in its planning,” Gustafson
added in a statement.

Sheridan Memorial Hospital held a groundbreaking ceremony for its new Welch Cancer Center on
Thursday afternoon along West Fifth Street. Pictured from left are Griffith Foundation representative
Roman Skatula, Sheridan County Commissioner Tom Ringley, Joe & Arlene Foundation Chairman Ky
Dixon, SMH Board Chairman Ron Mischke, Griffith Foundation President Art Felker, SMH Campaign
Chairman Shirl Yager, Welch Cancer Center Manager Jennifer Pfister, SMH Radiation Oncologist Dr. John
Stamato, Welch Foundation representative Bill Ebzery, SMH CEO Mike McCafferty, and Welch Cancer
Center patient Tim McNicholas.
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• Panel to hear proposals Monday

• Ex-employee says Rocky Mt. cares,
but supervision and training lacking

• Questions about Rocky’s proposal
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water plant
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‘TRRC believes the STB
decision once again
reaffirms the compre-
hensive environmental
analysis completed by

the TRRC in its planning.’
Mike Gustafson,
TRR Developer
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