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• Foundation presents SMH with $670,000 check
By Carrie Haderlie
carrie@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — The Sheridan
Memorial Hospital Foundation pre-
sented Sheridan Memorial Hospital
with a $670,314 check for the Welch
Cancer Center Wednesday at the
SMH board of trustees’ final 2011
meeting.

The donation is a part of a total
$5.9 million in pledges and gifts col-

lected by the Foundation, according
to foundation director Ada Kirven. 

“As we collect pledges and cash
gifts that come in, we accumulate
those, and this is the accumulation
of the gifts received this year toward
that $5.9 million,” Kirven said.

Some of the $5.9 million total
includes future pledges, she said,
which will come in over the next
four years.

“As we collect pledges
and cash gifts that come in,
we accumulate those, and
this is the accumulation of
the gifts received this year
toward that $5.9 million.’’ 

Ada Kirven

Foundation Director

Quotable

Titletown, 
Wyoming

High- 
speed
chase

From staff reports

SHERIDAN — Local law
enforcement are still searching for a
suspect that led police on a high
speed chase Wednesday night.

According to a press release
from the Sheridan Police
Department, the suspect driver is
described as a white male with black
collar-length hair wearing a white
shirt and a white stocking cap with a
black emblem.

At
approxi-
mately
10:15
p.m.,
SPD
officers
were
alerted
to a
report of
a stolen
red
Dodge
flat bed truck from the 2000 block
of North Main Street. According to
SPD, a short time later officers
observed the truck near the intersec-
tion of Brundage Lane and Coffeen
Avenue.

When the officer activated his
lights and siren to stop the vehicle,
the vehicle failed to yield and sped
off eastbound on East Brundage
Lane/Highway 14 east.

According to SPD, Wyoming
Highway Patrol troopers assisted
SPD.

The vehicle continued eastbound,
reaching speeds of 70-80 miles per
hour. The vehicle also braked and
slowed down several times, attempt-
ing to cause a crash with the pursu-
ing SPD officer’s vehicle.

According to SPD, at approxi-
mately mile marker 3.5 on U.S.
Highway 14 east, the vehicle left the
roadway and proceeded through a
right of way boundary fence, over an
irrigation ditch, across a field and
through a property line fence before
sliding to a stop just before going
over an embankment. The driver
exited the vehicle and ran away from
the vehicle.

According to SPD, officers from
the department, WHP and the
Sheridan County sheriff’s office
searched the area for the subject
for several hours but did not find
him.

The vehicle was towed to the
SPD impound lot where it was
processed for evidence.

The investigation into the inci-
dent is ongoing.

SPD asked anyone with infor-
mation to contact the department
at 672-2431.

From left, Big Horn High School’s Brandon Metzger, Matthew Wigglesworth, Cole Ponce, Michael Klepperich and Dylan Stookey
get ready to take to the floor for the Class 2A state championship game against Wyoming Indian High School in March at the
Casper Events Center. Big Horn defeated the two-time defending state champion Wyoming Chiefs, 74-58, to cap a perfect season
with a record of 28-0.

Editor’s note — Sheridan Press sports
editor Aaron Atkins reviewed this year’s
most interesting sports stories that were
published in The Press. Here are his
picks.

Big Horn Rams finish 
perfect season with state
basketball championship

— March 5

The Big Horn Rams basketball team fin-
ished the 2010-11 season with a 28-0 record,
capping it off with a 74-58 win over
Wyoming Indian on March 5 at the Casper
Events Center and taking home a Class 2A
state championship for only the second time
in school history (the first was in 1986).

Standout senior Colby Wollenman led
the Rams during the title game with 21
points and 15 rebounds. Michael Klepperich
and Brandon Metzger scored 15 points
apiece and Matt Wigglesworth led the
Rams’ bench with nine points and six
rebounds.

Following the game, head coach Ryan
Alley told The Sheridan Press, “I’m so
proud of these guys. ... They played hard
and never lost their composure this season.
... It is just amazing for the kids to maintain
focus long enough to win 28 straight
games.”

All In! - Sheridan Broncs
win state football title —

Nov. 12

Sheridan High School Broncs beat
Cheyenne East 42-14 in War Memorial
Stadium Nov. 12 to win Class 4A state foot-
ball championship, winning the school’s
second state title in three years and its 23rd
in school history.

During the game, running back Jordan
Roberts led with 301 rushing yards and four
touchdowns on 40 carries. 

“We had a great season of work, we
believed that no matter what, we were going
to win, and we loved each other (as a team).
... the kids rallied, the kids believed,” said
head coach Don Julian, following the title
game win.

Earlier in the season, Julian picked up his
100th career win after shutting out Rock
Springs 28-0 on Sept.. 23.

The Broncs finished the season 11-1, its
only loss coming in the second game of the
season to Natrona on Sept. 2.

Colby Wollenman, Kayla
Woodward win Milward

Simpson award — June 30

Two Sheridan County high school stu-
dents, Kayla Woodward of Sheridan and

Colby Wollenman of Big Horn were named
winners of the prestigious Milward Simpson
award, an honor bestowed upon the top two
high school athletes in the state. 

Wollenman, a two-time All-State foot-
ball quarterback and two-time All-State
basketball player and National Merit
Scholar, was the first male recipient from
Big Horn High School. Wollenman now
attends Michigan State.

Woodward is a three-time All-State bas-
ketball player who set the Sheridan High
School all-time career scoring record with
1,652 career points, the steals record with
254 and the 3-point record  with 64.
Woodward now attends the University of
Wyoming and plays basketball for the
Cowgirls.

Sheridan High School
Broncs win first-ever

state soccer 
championship — May 21

Battling through three days of down-
pours, mud-logged fields and harsh winds,
the SHS Broncs soccer team won its first
ever state soccer title by defeating defend-
ing state champion Laramie Plainsmen 2-1
on May 21 at the Big Horn Equestrian
Center.

• Golf, soccer, football, hoops, v-ball
state championships top sports stories 

• Local law 
enforcement 
still looking 
for suspect

• At a
glance

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding
the high-speed
chase is asked to
call the Sheridan
Police Department
at 672-2431.

Please see Titletown, Page 6

The Sheridan Press/Blaine McCartney

Please see Gift, Page 6
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More than 200 attend WWA ball
By Caitlin Addlesperger
caitlin@thesheridanpress.com

Clad in evening gowns to blue jeans,
approximately 200 people attended the
Wyoming Wilderness Association’s Winter
Wilderness Holiday Ball at the Sheridan Inn
Wednesday night. Through entry fees, raffle
tickets, parlor poker and a silent auction, the
event raised more than $6,000 for WWA,
which the organization will use to raise
awareness of the Rock Creek wilderness
area, according to WWA Executive Director
Liz Howell. 

“The night was a big success — we actu-
ally had to kick everyone out at midnight,”
Howell said. 

While Wednesday marked WWA’s first
Winter Wilderness Holiday Ball for a
fundraiser, Howell doubts it will be the last. 

“Everyone says this has to be a tradition
now,” she said. “And I loved that everyone
was so comfortable. Nobody felt over-
dressed or under-dressed. Everyone was
dancing and having fun. So great.” 

Attendees of the ball swirled around the
dance floor to music varying from the
acoustic folk of Ann and Andy Lowe to the
Fireants’ cajun beats. All musicians donated
their time to the event, which Howell said
was crucial.

“It’s one of those things about benefits:
You raise the money, you pay the band and
you’re not left with much,” Howell said.
“We’re just so grateful that the musicians
played for free. At one point, there were
almost more people up on stage than in the
audience! It was great.

“It just shows how much we love the out-
doors in Wyoming.”

Head coach Kevin Rizer said in an
interview with The Sheridan Press follow-
ing the game, “This is just incredible. To
be able to coach the school’s first-ever
state championship team — it’s special. It
really is.

“...All the credit for this season goes to
the young men. ... they approached the sea-
son like anything in life worth fighting for
- all the practice, pain, hard work and sac-
rifice ... it speaks volumes about their char-
acter and resiliency.”

Sheridan High School
golf team goes undefeat-
ed, win second consecu-
tive state title  — Sept 24

On Sept. 24 at the Riverton Country
Club course, the Sheridan High School
golf team posted a two-day team score of
628 to repeat as Class 4A state golf cham-
pions and extend its consecutive tourna-
ment win streak to 26.

Senior Kamrin Allen won the individu-
als tournament by shooting a two-day 134,
14 strokes ahead of the second place win-
ner, hitting three pars, five birdies and an
eagle on the back nine of the second day to
cushion his win. 

“It’s a pretty amazing feat (repeating as
state champions and going undefeated
throughout the season),” head coach Larry
Martoglio said following the win. “We had
an amazing team effort this season in order
to pull it off.”

Kamrin Allen 
competes in U.S. Amateur
Championship — June 27

17-year-old Sheridan High School
golfer Kamrin Allen made his adult nation-
al tournament debut by winning the U.S.
Amateur Championship Qualifier at
Cody’s Olive Glen Golf Course on June 6,
which carried with it an invitation to the
U.S. Amateur Championship at the world-
renowned Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in
Bandon, Ore., June 27-July 2. 

Allen, who led the Sheridan High
School golf team to back-to-back state
championships and an unrivaled 26-tourna-
ment team win streak, shot a first-day 86
and a second-day 71 for a stroke play total
of 157, tying for 100th place and missing
the match play cut by five points.

Allen will continue his golf career next
year as a member of the University of
Wyoming golf team.

Lady Broncs win state
volleyball title — Oct. 29

The Sheridan High School Lady Broncs
volleyball team beat the Laramie Lady
Plainsmen 3-1 on Oct. 29 on the Casper
Events Center arena floor and won the
school’s second-ever volleyball state cham-
pionship — its first since 1986.

During the title match, the Lady
Plainsmen won the first set, then Sheridan
fought back, won the next three and took
home the championship trophy. 

“(The Lady Broncs) set aside the ‘me’
and put all their energy into playing as a
cohesive, singular unit. It was an incredible
transition and I’m so proud of them for
making it happen,” said head coach Wendi
Ruby following the game.

The Lady Broncs finished the season
with a 17-6 record.

2011 Womens 
Trans-National amateur

golf tournament 
at Powder Horn

— July 26-31

The Powder Horn golf club played host
to the 81st Women’s Trans National

Championship — a premier international
ladies’ amateur golf tournament — July
26-31, and featured many of the top female
amateur golfers in the world.

The tournament began with two rounds
of stroke play and finished with six tiers of
match play.

After a grueling six days of golf, the
tournament was won by 16-year-old Julie
Yang of Mesa, Ariz., on July 31, who
defeated 19-year-old Alex Stewart of
Carson City, Nev., following a 36-hole
final match.

Big Horn, Tongue River
combine football teams —

Aug. 19

For the first time in school history, the
fall gridiron at Tongue River High School
remained silent and unused. 

Due to a lack of players, no football
was played at Tongue River.

Instead, an interschool agreement took
place between Tongue River and cross-
county Class 2A rival Big Horn in order to
give the Eagles players who wanted to par-
ticipate an opportunity to suit up.

“This is a tough situation, one we’ve
never had to deal with on this team
before,” TR coach Chuck Walters said.
“We had a lot of players graduate, didn’t
have a lot of young players last year to
come back this season. I knew our num-
bers were going to be low this year, but I
was not expecting this.”

“It is our preference to have a football
program in place in each of our high
schools, and our goal is to get the program
back up and running next year,” said
School District 1 Superintendent Marty
Kobza on the matter. 

Roberts named Wyoming
Gatorade Player of the

Year — Dec. 1

Sheridan High School running back
Jordan Roberts had a record-breaking sea-
son for the Broncs this year, shattering the
SHS all-time rush yards record of 1,210 set
by Jim Pehringer in 1986, and breaking the
all-time touchdown record of 26 held by
Homer “Scotty”
Scott Jr. since
1952. 

For those
accomplishments
and for maintaining
a 3.61 GPA in the
classroom, Roberts
was named
Gatorade’s
Wyoming Player of
the Year on Dec. 1
by The Gatorade
Company in col-
laboration with
ESPN’s High
School broadcast
platform.

Roberts, whose
family moved to
Sheridan from
Gillette earlier this
year, led the
Broncs to a Class
4A state football
championship by
blowing out
Cheyenne East 42-
14 on Nov. 12 at
the University of
Wyoming’s War
Memorial Stadium
in Laramie. 

Roberts broke
the rush yards
record on Sept. 30 in Gillette during the
Broncs’ 38-14 win over the Camels, and
finished the season with 2,688 total yards
on 308 carries (an 8.7 yards per carry aver-
age).

He broke the SHS touchdown record at
home with Scott Jr. watching in the stands
on Oct. 28, and finished the season with 38
TDs.

(Continued from Page 1)

Titletown

Homer Scott 

Held SHS
Touchdown
Record

Jordan
Roberts

Broke Scott’s
TD Record

The $670,314 was accumulated from community gifts,
including a $58,000 donation from The Helmsley Charitable
Trust.

Construction at the Welch Cancer Center remains is on sched-
ule and under budget, according to Rob Forister, hospital facilties
manager.

Jennifer Pfister, Welch Cancer Center manager, said the major
equipment purchases at the center are complete. The last major
expenditure of $26,000 was for five chemotherapy chairs built
specifically for the Welch Cancer Center.

“We have ordered all of our minor equipment, or will be order-
ing it in the future,” Pfister said. “The furniture will be ordered
next month. ... That should be done in January, also under budget.”

Pfister said the final asset to find will be artwork.
“We are looking at a lot of wildlife photography for artwork,”

Pfister said. “We have decided that that is a very calming feature.
In talking with patients, they like seeing the nature theme, the
waterfalls, trees and leaves. We are trying to keep it very calming

in the building, so that is where we’re headed.”
The hospital is still searching for a medical oncologist for the

center, SMH CEO Mike McCafferty said. The hospital will work
with Merritt Hawkins, a nationwide healthcare provider recruit-
ment service agency, to send 4,500 direct mail announcements to
potential medical oncologist candidates in the beginning of
January.

When asked why it has been a challenge to find a medical
oncologist, McCafferty said the field of medical oncologists is
small.

“(Medical oncology) is a very tight specialty,” McCafferty said.
“There is somewhere in the neighborhood of 7,000 potential can-
didates out there in the United States. We’ve identified that there
are around 4,000-4,500 that would fit into our criteria. Of those,
there are probably going to be 2 percent that have an interest.”

In other news ...

Dr. Bradley Hanebrink stepped down from his position as med-
ical chief of staff Wednesday. Hanebrink served from 2008-2011,
and will join the Foundation board of trustees. Dr. John
Addlesperger will serve as medical chief of staff beginning Jan. 1.

(Continued from Page 1)

Gift

From left: Amy Andrews of Sheridan, Katie Hogarty of Laramie and Carolyn
Schroth of Sheridan chat at the Wyoming Wilderness Association’s Winter
Wilderness Holiday Ball at the Sheridan Inn on Wednesday night. Schroth, asso-
ciate director of WWA, said she was “thrilled” by the fundraiser’s turnout of more
than 200 people. 

Poll: Many Americans optimistic about 2012

The Sheridan Press/Caitlin Addlesperger

WASHINGTON (AP) — Americans are
hopeful for what 2012 will bring for their fam-
ilies and the country, according to a new
Associated Press-GfK poll, though most say
2011 was a year they would rather forget.

Nearly seven in 10 say the year gone by
was a bad one, more than double those who
consider it a success, according to the poll. But
62 percent are optimistic about what 2012 will
bring for the nation, and more, 78 percent, are
hopeful about the year their family will have in
2012.

Jeff Wolfe, 33, of Farmington, W.Va., said
2011 treated him well because he was able to
find steady work as a lineman. But for the rest
of the nation, things were “pretty rough,” with
so many Americans looking for jobs, he noted.

“For the first time since 2009, I worked all
year,” he said. Wolfe said he lost work in 2008
and again in 2010. But in 2011, the father of
two school-age children said he was able to
catch up on bills, buy his wife a new car and
renovate his home.

Overall, the poll found 68 percent of
Americans described 2011 as a bad year, com-
pared with 29 percent who felt it was a good
one.

A partisan divide, much like the one that
ruled Washington this year, seems the only

split in public opinion on 2011. Democrats
were most likely to view 2011 positively (40
percent called it good), while independents
and Republicans were less effusive. Beyond
that, the poll found general agreement that
2011 is best left in the past.

Mary Burke, 57, of Ridgeland, S.C., felt
economic pain in 2011. She saw prices rise for
all of her expenses, from her light bill to gro-
ceries. “Paying $5 for a jar of mayonnaise is
outrageous,” she said.

Food and gas prices surged in 2011, but the
most recent Consumer Price Index shows
inflation leveling off. November statistics from
the government showed a year-over-year infla-
tion rate of 3.4 percent, the smallest such rise
since April.

The AP-GfK poll found consumers are
sensing the change. Just 18 percent of adults
expect consumer prices to rise at a faster pace
in the coming year, the lowest share to say so
since the poll first asked the question in
March. Most (51 percent) expect prices to rise
at the same rate or more slowly.

And as the nation’s economic fortunes
overall appear to be tilting slightly positive,
the public’s expectations for the economy in
the coming year are at their highest point
since spring. According to the poll, 37 percent

expect economic improvement in the next 12
months, compared with 24 percent who think
the economy will slide downhill. That’s the
first time since May that significantly more
people said things will get better than get
worse.

On a personal level, 36 percent think their
household’s financial situation will improve
over the next 12 months, while 11 percent
think it will worsen. Americans’ financial
ebbs and flows affect their personal outlook
for 2012. Those whose households have faced
a job loss in the past six months or who
describe their current financial situation as
poor are less optimistic about what 2012
holds for them and their families than others,
though that does not carry over to their fore-
cast for the nation in 2012.

Optimism about the nation’s path varies
with views of the economy’s direction. Those
who say things have looked better in the past
month are generally optimistic (79 percent),
while just half of those who say things are get-
ting worse feel positive about what 2012
holds for the country. And about 6 in 10 of
those who distrust the two major political par-
ties to handle the economy or job creation are
pessimistic about how 2012 will turn out for
the nation.
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