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Board-certified radiation oncologist Dr. John Stamato stands in front of a lin-
ear accelerator used to treat cancer with radiation at the Welch Cancer Center
in Sheridan on Tuesday.

By Frances K. Foster
Staff reporter

“State-of-the-art” equipment
and expert personnel at Sheridan
Memorial Hospital’s Welch
Cancer Center provide cancer
patients with the same quality of
care that can be expected at “any
top-rated hospital in the country,”
said Dr. John Stamato, Welch’s
board-certified radiation oncolo-
gist.

It was this same combination
that the Mayo Clinic based its
decision on to accredit Welch
about six months ago as an
“approved radiation treatment
facility” eligible to participate in
nationwide clinical trials for new
oncology treatments, Stamato
said. 

(The Mayo Clinic is the
largest nonprofit hospital in the
country with its three sites in
Rochester, Minn., Jacksonville,
Fla., and Phoenix, according to
its Web site. It offers health infor-
mation and medical services in
addition to research and educa-
tion.)

The Mayo Clinic is “very
strict” about each participating
hospital’s type of equipment and
physics, Stamato said, adding
that all cancer patients in any one
clinical trial “have to be treated in
exactly the same way” to assure
valid results.

Neither the staff nor the
Welch Center receives any money
for participating in the trials, but
the trials will “enhance patient
care” because Welch will have
immediate access to information
on the newest, most successful
cancer treatments, Stamato said.

If Mayo is conducting a clini-

cal trial on a type of cancer a
Welch patient is suffering from,
then he has the option to enter the
trial after receiving all the infor-
mation about it, Stamato said.

Luckily for the state’s cancer
patients, the Wyoming
Legislature in February passed a
law (SF0024) that requires health
insurance companies to cover the
cost of patients participating in
clinical trials starting July 1,
Stamato said.

New patients at Welch have
already been diagnosed with can-
cer at Sheridan Memorial or
another hospital, so their first
step at the center is to undergo a
CT (computerized tomography)
scan that will precisely identify
the location and dimensions of
the tumor. 

The scanner can record an
image for every 1-millimeter
slice through the tumor and use
computer “contour tools” to tar-
get the cancer for radiation ther-
apy, Stamato said.

This information is used to
plan each patient’s therapy so
that healthy tissue around the
tumor will receive the lowest
possible doses of radiation, he
said.

In the physics room, two radi-
ation therapists — Lynn Green
and Greg Shiek — “scroll
through” the CT images and plan
the number, angle, and intensity
of radiation beams to treat the
tumor, Stamato said. 

The beams show up as green
lines leading to the tumor on the
computer screen and are used by
the therapists during the radia-
tion therapy.
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WWeellcchh  CCaanncceerr  CCeenntteerr::  ‘‘SSttaattee--ooff--tthhee--aarrtt’’  
ffaacciilliittyy  aanndd  nneeww  ooppttiioonnss  ffoorr  ppaattiieennttss

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States is backing off its
earlier demand for a precise inventory of North Korea’s nuclear
programs and past activities that had hung up potentially historic
disarmament negotiations with the Communist nation.

U.S. officials say they will still get the information they need,
but it will be packaged and presented in a way more acceptable to
the reclusive North. Any change in the terms, however, will open
the White House to criticism from the political right that the
administration has gone soft.

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice suggested Friday that a deal to
resolve a four-month impasse may be
close, including a U.S. promise of swift
action to lift economic and political
penalties on the North.

“There are obligations on both
sides,” Rice said. “The U.S. is absolute-
ly prepared to undertake its obligations
should the North Koreans fulfill their
obligations.”

Washington had refused to take the
North off a U.S. terrorism blacklist, a
coveted goal of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Il, until negotiators have a
“complete and correct” inventory of the North’s nuclear program
and past activities to spread weapons know-how to other nations.

North Korea had agreed in six-nation talks in October to pro-
vide the list and disable its facilities and its main reactor by the
end of 2007. The North made unprecedented progress last year,
shutting down and starting to disable the reactor in exchange for
aid and diplomatic concessions.

But the North missed the Dec. 31 deadline in a dispute over
how specific, and how public, the North’s accounting had to be.

Now the Bush administration has decided that the exact con-
tents of the North Korean declaration are less important than an
assurance that the U.S. and other nations can check up on the
North to make sure it told the truth and isn’t resuming any nuclear
activities.

Asked Friday about a potential agreement to resolve the
impasse, Rice did not repeat her usual demand that the North pro-
duce a full and complete declaration of its nuclear programs and
past.

“We are trying to get people off of this sort of 17th Century
notion of expiating sins and on to the notion that the verification
is the key here,” a senior U.S. official said later. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because the deal is not final.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Finance
officials from the world’s top economic
powers endorsed a plan Friday aimed at
preventing another financial crisis like
the credit and mortgage debacles that
erupted in the United States and quick-
ly sent tremors around the globe.

“Rapid implementation” of the plan
“will not only enhance the resilience of
the global financial system for the
longer term but should help to support
confidence and improve the function-
ing of the markets,” the G7 officials

said in a joint statement.
Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson

and Federal Reserve Chairman Ben
Bernanke hosted the Group of Seven
discussions, where officials embraced
a plan that would seek to increase the
openness, or transparency, of financial
markets and to sharpen regulators’
response to urgent financial problems.

Besides the United States, the other
members of the G7 are Japan,
Germany, Britain, France, Italy and
Canada. Friday’s action preceded the

weekend meetings of the 185-nation
International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank.

Risks to the United States and the
global economy have intensified since
finance officials from the Group of
Seven countries last gathered here in
October. Many economists now
believe the United States has fallen
into a recession and the odds of a
worldwide downturn have risen
sharply — to one in four — according
to the IMF, a global financial firefight-

ing institution.
Even as the financial officials

talked about the best ways to battle
future financial emergencies, Wall
Street took another plunge. The Dow
Jones tumbled more than 250 points.

“Given the significant short-term
downside risks, we are taking action,”
Paulson said of the G7’s decision to
adopt the plan. “There may be more
bumps in the road,” he warned.

In the United States, where credit
troubles sprang forth with a vengeance

last August and quickly spread finan-
cial turmoil worldwide, the damage is
sorely felt. Foreclosures have surged to
record highs, job losses in the first
three months of this year have neared
the staggering quarter-million mark
and financial companies have racked
up billions of dollars in losses. The
once mighty Bear Stearns, the fifth-
largest investment bank in the United
States, crashed, prompting a takeover
by JP Morgan in a controversial deal
backed by the Fed.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Democrats just can’t
decide whether Barack Obama or Hillary Rodham
Clinton would make a better presidential nominee,
and there’s some good reason for that. When it
comes to policy, they are closely aligned.

“The differences between Barack and I pale in
comparison to the differences that we have with
Republicans,” Clinton said at a debate earlier this
year.

Even on one of their most frequently debated
policies, Obama once said: “Ninety-five percent
of our health care plan is similar.”

Stephen Hess, a presidential scholar at the
Brookings Institution, said their policy agree-
ments ironically have added to the tension in their
campaign.

“There is simply no doubt that when two can-
didates virtually agree, you have to find other rea-
sons to find an argument about why you should be
for one rather than the other,” he said. “That’s why
suddenly the issues in this campaign are issues of
character rather than position. And once they are
issues of character, they can get very personal.”

Both want to provide health care for all and
end the Iraq war. They want to increase tax credits
for college tuition, protect abortion rights and
renegotiate the North American Free Trade

Agreement to strengthen labor and environmental
standards.

They want to reform immigration in largely the
same way and both have energy plans that would
cost $150 billion over 10 years.

Here are some of the most significant points of
contention that may help voters in the 10 contests
choose between Clinton and Obama.

HEALTH CARE
Both say they have a goal of providing univer-

sal coverage and will try to lower costs to make it
more affordable. The biggest difference is that
Clinton would require everyone to get health
insurance while Obama would not. Clinton says
her plan is the only one that is truly universal
because people won’t get coverage unless they are
required to, similar to auto insurance. Obama says
people will get insurance only if they can afford it.

HOUSING
Both want to help homeowners facing foreclo-

sure, but Clinton’s plan includes a five-year freeze
on interest rates for all subprime mortgages,
which often go to borrowers with the poorest cred-
it. Obama disagrees with the proposed freeze, say-
ing it will drive up interest rates and keep other
people from getting mortgages.

FFeeww  mmaajjoorr  ppoolliiccyy  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  bbeettwweeeenn  CClliinnttoonn,,  OObbaammaa
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NEW YORK (AP) —
Sen. John McCain called
for federal aid for well-
meaning homeowners
who can’t pay their mort-
gages, an attempt to fend
off criticism that he has
been indifferent to the
housing crisis and the
market upheaval it has
spawned.

McCain sketched out
a plan Thursday to help
200,000 to 400,000 home-
owners trade burdensome
mortgages for manageable loans in a
speech in Brooklyn. Aides said the
plan could cost from $3 billion to $10
billion.

Still missing were details on exact-
ly who would be eligible for help;
McCain said he wants to aid those who
borrowed sensibly but now can’t han-
dle their mortgages.

“There is nothing more important
than keeping alive the American dream

to own your home,” the
likely GOP presidential
nominee said in a speech
before joining in a round-
table discussion at a
Brooklyn company,
Windows We Are Inc.

“And priority No. 1 is
to keep well-meaning,
deserving homeowners
who are facing foreclosure
in their homes,” the
Arizona senator said.

The Bush administra-
tion and both parties in

Congress also are proposing varying
degrees of federal help for burdened
homeowners.

In proposing specific aid, McCain
struck a different tone than he did in an
address last month. Then, McCain said
he opposed aggressive intervention by
the government to solve the crisis and
that he preferred only limited interven-
tion and letting market forces play out.
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SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) —
All their lives, the girls in the polyg-
amist sect in the West Texas desert
were told that the outside world was
hostile and immoral, and that ven-
turing beyond the brilliant white
limestone walls of their compound
would consign them to eternal
damnation.

Now, if the state gets its way,
hundreds of the girls could be put in
foster homes, in what could be a
wrenching cultural adjustment that
may require intensive counseling.

“What they are up against is hav-
ing to deprogram an entire commu-
nity,” said Margaret Cooke, who left
the sect with seven of her eight chil-
dren near the end of 1994. The chil-
dren “are so naive and they have
been sheltered to the point that they
don’t even trust their own judg-
ment.”

Marleigh Meisner, a spokes-
woman for the state Children’s
Protective Services, said the agency
is working with mental health and
other experts to make the children’s
transition as easy as possible.

Meanwhile, in court papers
unsealed Friday, authorities said
they found a “cyanide poisoning
document” in their search of the
compound in the town of Eldorado.
But the 80-page list of items seized
gave no further explanation.

Texas Department of Public
Safety spokeswoman Tela Mange
said the document consisted of
pages torn out of a first-aid book on
how to treat cyanide poisoning. But
she said she didn’t know why the
sect would have such information on
hand.

Child welfare officials seized
more than 400 children, most of
them girls, in the raid on the com-
pound of the Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
saying the youngsters were in dan-
ger of physical, emotional and sexu-
al abuse.

The renegade Mormon splinter
group requires girls at puberty to
enter into polygamous marriages
with much older men and produce
children, authorities say. The sect

also teaches children to fear the out-
side world, including the very
authorities who removed them until
a court hearing Thursday that will
help determine their future.

“You’re taught to fear everyone
and everything,” said Cooke, herself
a bride at 16.

The children and the 139 women
who followed them voluntarily out
of the compound are being so secre-
tive that child welfare officials are
having trouble sorting out who the
youngsters’ parents are.

Most of the children are the off-
spring of the faith’s inner circle —
including its now-imprisoned
prophet, Warren Jeffs — who were
born since construction began on the
compound in 2003, or were hand-
selected by Jeffs to come to the
enclave, which the sect regards as
part of Zion on Earth.

In 2003 and 2004, Jeffs, the spir-
itual leader of an estimated 6,000
followers in two adjoining towns
along the Utah-Arizona line,
plucked children under age 6 to
bring to Texas without their parents,
former sect member Isaac Wyler
said.

“Over age 6 they were too con-
taminated for the world to be of use
to God,” said Wyler, who still lives
in Colorado City, Ariz., and has 38
siblings. “He picked the ones that
would be the most obedient, the
ones that would be qualified to go to
Zion.”

Authorities raided the Eldorado
ranch April 3 after a girl from the
clan made a whispered telephone
call for help to a family violence
shelter. The 16-year-old, who indi-
cated she was a few weeks pregnant,
said her 50-year-old husband beat
and raped her. The girl has not yet
been identified among the 416 chil-
dren and may not even be among
them.

In the call, the girl said sect
members warned her that if she ever
left, outsiders would hurt her and
force her to cut her hair, wear make-
up and have sex with many men.

Most of the sect’s children have
never attended public schools or

Young Hereford triplets stand next to their mother in a pen at the Sheeley family farm Thursday in
Parkman. "It's a pretty rare event from what we hear,” said ranch owner Bruce Sheeley. The triplets
were born April 1.
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“Everything talks to everything else” on the cen-
ter’s computer system, which functions as “checks
and balances” to ensure that each patient’s treatment
plan is accurately prescribed and that the treatment
precisely follows the plan, he said.

When the plan is finished, most patients come to
the center five days a week, Monday through Friday,
for approximately six to seven weeks — depending
on the type and size of the cancer. Because the radi-
ation beam is so accurate, patients undergo the actu-
al radiation treatment for no more than four minutes
during any one session, Stamato said.

The Welch Center is one of the few facilities in
the country not in a large city to have a Varian’s lin-
ear accelerator that delivers IMRT — intensity mod-
ulated radiation therapy — he said. 

The accelerator is housed in a “vault” with mini-
mum 4-foot-thick concrete walls that increase to 7
feet in the ceiling directly above the accelerator, he
said.

The accelerator resembles a giant (9-foot-tall, 15-

foot-long) curved electric shaver with a “shaving
head” where the radiation beam is emitted. The
inside of the head has “leaves” similar to a camera
aperture, which are adjusted to create the correct
diameter for the radiation beam.

The patient is completely immobilized on a table
that can be maneuvered horizontally, vertically, and
even a little diagonally so the accelerator can be pre-
cisely positioned to deliver the radiation beam. 

The accelerator itself can be rotated 360 degrees
to follow the individual treatment plan, Stamato
said.

The IMRT “’paints’ radiation around the tumor,”
he said. 

At least two therapists monitor the entire radiation
session on computers at a console located outside the
vault as the patient undergoes treatment, he said.

Because of funding from the Welch Foundation,
Griffith Foundation, and many area individuals,
Sheridan Memorial Hospital’s Welch Cancer Center
can offer area cancer patients the most contemporary
treatments possible, Stamato said.

(Continued from Page 1)

Cancer center

Both candidates also support legis-
lation to help homeowners with
“underwater mortgages” — meaning
their homes are worth less than the
mortgage. That legislation would pro-
vide government guarantees for their
mortgages, but Clinton wants to go one
step further than Obama. She wants the
federal government to buy underwater
mortgages and reduce payments to a
level homeowners can afford.

EDUCATION
Obama has called for something

that irks teachers’unions. He says edu-
cators should be rewarded based on
performance as long as test scores
aren’t the sole measure. Clinton says
she would support merit pay, as long as
it was based on school-wide perform-
ance and not the individual teacher.

At the college level, both want to
provide more tuition relief through tax
credits — up to $3,500 for Clinton and
$4,000 for Obama. Obama also would
require something Clinton does not.
Students would have to perform 100
hours of community service to qualify
each year.

RETIREMENT
Both candidates say they would

help low- and middle-income workers
set up personal retirement accounts
and provide government matches for
the first $1,000 saved annually. But
they would go about it differently.

Clinton would match 100 percent
for families earning $60,000 or less,
with smaller breaks for those earning
up to $100,000. Obama would match
50 percent of the first $1,000 for fami-
lies making less than $75,000.

On Social Security, Clinton has
refused to say publicly what options
she would consider to keep the system
afloat long term. Obama has said the
best choice is to raise Social Security
taxes on people earning more than
$200,000.

FOREIGN POLICY
The debate over whether the presi-

dent should directly negotiate with
rogue leaders has been one of the most
prominent issue differences in the
campaign. Obama says he would meet
with heads of state in places like Cuba,
Iran and North Korea. Clinton says
those meetings could be used for prop-
aganda and her first response will be
outreach through other diplomatic
channels.

IMMIGRATION
Another much-discussed division:

whether to give driver’s licenses to ille-
gal immigrants. Obama says yes, for
safety reasons. Clinton says no.

TAXES
Both candidates would repeal

Bush’s tax cuts on wealthy Americans
to pay for their programs. Obama also
has a plan for across-the-board tax cuts
for most workers. Clinton doesn’t sup-
port Obama’s plan because of it $80
billion cost and because it would apply
to families with significant incomes.

(Continued from Page 1)
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