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Members of the Tongue River Quilt Club share laughs and display a few of the quilts they have crafted. The group makes Comfort Quilts
for patients who complete cancer treatment at Sheridan Memorial Hospital’s Welch Cancer Center. Back (from left): Lauretta Scobee,
Gayle Johnson, Carrie Morrell, Pat Sellar; front (from left): Eleanor Bartholomew, Teri Laya, Karen Scott.

Quilters are bound by common threads

By Kristen Leis
Sheridan  Memorial

Hospital
Marketing Assistant

Every Wednesday at 6 p.m., a
group of women meets at
Ranchester Town Hall.

Their common thread is quilt-
ing, and they spend three hours
together making hand-sewn covers.

They laugh, share stories and
help each other. And, with each
stitch, they also brighten lives.

For the past four years, the
Tongue River Quilt Club has taken
on the task of making “Comfort
Quilts” quilts for patients who

complete treatment for cancer at
Sheridan Memorial Hospital’'s
Welch Cancer Center.

The women stitch, sew and
patch together quilts of all colors,
patterns and fabrics to be given
away as a“parting gift” to patients.

“If we can brighten their lives at
al — it's just wonderful,” said
Karen Scott, a member of the club.

The idea for Comfort Quilts
came from the club’s desire to do
community service and use the
money made from its annual quilt
show and raffle. The women first
decided to try giving the quilts to
different organizations, including
the Search and Rescue and medical

facilitiesin Billings.

They then decided to keep the
project local and dropped some off
at the Welch Cancer Center, where
radiation oncologist Dr. John
Stamato was surprised and touched.

“It was a nice gesture, and a
quilt is a nice thing to do. It repre-
sented the family atmosphere that
we have here” he said.

Stamato decided that the quilts
needed to be available to every
patient who completed treatment
at the center and took it upon
himself to make it possible.

He got in touch with Janet
Ludwig, another  Sheridan
Memorial Hospital employee,

who also owns a quilting store in
Story. He asked that quilting
materials be provided through her
store, and he would pay for them.

“Janet has been nice enough to
provide materials for the project
at her cost,” Stamato said.

With the backing for materials
and hisfinancial support, Stamato
then asked the women if they
would help meet his goal to pro-
vide every patient with a quilt.
Since then, the women have been
keeping up with the demand,
making more than 150 quilts last
year.

Please see Quilters, Page C3






