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"They (nurse practitioners) spend only 15
minutes with a patient in a doctor's office,” she
said. "I enjoy the hands-on time taking care of
patients every day."

Michele Carlton is a registered operating room
nurse and also works with patients following sur-
gery. She came to Sheridan last summer after
working in a hospital in San Luis Obispo, Calif.

"I like the challenge of taking care of the
patients while they are asleep and making sure
that the doctors and techs have what they need for

surgery," she said.

She said she also enjoys getting to know
patients when they are receiving postoperative
care, and she strives to take care of them in the
best possible manner.

"l want to provide excellent service to the
patients without making them feel like they have
to rush out of the door,” she said.

While nursing is typically viewed as a profes-
sion dominated by women, Jason Cutright, a reg-
istered nurse on the hospital's medical-surgical
floor, said more males are being drawn to nursing.

"You can be a man and still take care of
patients," he said.

Cutright was a certified nursing assistant for
10 years before becoming a registered nurse.

"Every (patient) has their own story and their
own background," he said.

All four agreed that nurses are a critical com-
ponent of any good hospital and said that will
continue well into the future.

"Nothing can replace the experience of a
nurse, no matter what department they are in,"
Carlton stated.





