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 672-2431

 Our annual fair edition is loaded 
 with the 2009 Sheridan County Fair 
 winners and photos. Don’t miss it! 
 Publishing Thursday, August 20 th

 FFA & 4H Youth Winners

 LIVE AUCTION 
 ITEMS INCLUDE: 

 • Elk Antler Coffee Table
 • Terry Redlin Painting
 • Tom Mansanarez 

 Painting
 • Thomas Kinkade 

 Painting
 • Elk Sculpture 
 • Mule Deer Sculpture 

 At this year’s banquet, we’re doing things 
 a little different…

 No membership fee!
 Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

 $30 per person

 LIVE 
 AUCTION 

 at
 8:00 p.m.

 August 22, 2009 • Sheridan Holiday Inn 

 The Sheridan Long Beards 
 8 th   Annual Dinner
 And Live Auction

 Please reserve dinner tickets by August 18 th .
 Call 307-684-2113 or 307-751-6068.

 Not hungry? Join us for the live auction!
 Register and pick up a number at 7:30 p.m.

From staff reports

More than 1,100 people have already had
their blood drawn at the annual Health Fair
Blood Draws at Sheridan Memorial Hospital,
which began Monday and continue through
Aug. 21.

Blood draws begin at 6 a.m. and continue
until 10 a.m. weekdays. Community members
are encouraged to make an appointment for a
blood screening by calling 672-1196; however,
walk-ins are welcome from 9 to 10 a.m.

“This is a huge community event that is not
offered in other areas of the country,” says
Health Fair coordinator Cecile Pattison.
“Throughout the year, people call me from out
of state who actually plan their Sheridan vaca-
tions so that they are here during the blood
draws. 

“For new participants, the screenings pro-
vide a baseline, and for those who come back
year after year, it’s a way they, along with their
physicians, can watch their test levels.”

Five different screens are being offered at
this year’s blood draws. The Blood
Chemistry/LDL Screen provides 29 different

tests for liver, kidney, muscle and bone func-
tions, electrolytes, blood, thyroid, heart
(including cholesterol and triglycerides), pan-
creas and gout. 

The fee for the wellness screen is $35, and
the Complete Blood Count is being offered for
an additional $15. The CBC tests for anemia,
hematocrit and hemoglobin, as well as provid-
ing white and red blood cell counts.      

Men have the option of a Prostate Specific
Antigen blood screening for an additional $28.
This blood test measures a specific protein that
is produced by the prostate gland and is recom-
mended for men ages 45-50, depending on an
individual’s risk factors. Participants should
talk with their doctor about prostate screening.

The Hemoglobin A1c, which was added to
the screening selection several years ago, is
recommended twice a year for diabetics and
measures blood-sugar control for the previous
three months. Participants who are unsure if
they need this test should check with their
physician.

New this year is the vitamin D test, which
provides a total level of vitamin D, vitamin D2
and vitamin D3 in blood serum, which is help-

ful for physicians prescribing therapy for vita-
min D deficiency. Individuals who are not sure
if they need this test should check with their
physician. The cost is $45.

A 12-hour fast is required for the wellness
screening, except for diabetics; this means not
eating or drinking anything except water for 12
hours preceding the blood draw. 

Water consumption assists with the draw
and hydrates the veins, Pattison said. People on
prescribed medications should continue taking
them as directed.

Blood draw results will be mailed directly
to individuals by the end of the first week of
September. Participants can still take results to
the Health Fair for interpretation and wellness
information by health care professionals. 

The Health Fair will take place from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sept. 12 at the Sheridan College
Bruce Hoffman Dome.

Courtesy photo

Blood Draws continue through
next week at Memorial Hospital

Billy Craft of Sheridan has blood drawn by
phlebotomist Theresa Odell at the annual
Health Fair Blood Draw at Sheridan
Memorial Hospital on Wednesday morning.

Religious group 
preaches

at county fair
POWELL (AP) — A free pro-

gram for kids presented the last
three years at the Park County
Fair in northern Wyoming
preaches Christian doctrine and
leads children in prayer.

Fair leaders and local elected
officials say while they were
unaware of the extent of reli-
gious messages in the program,
the values put forth in the pres-
entation are “morally right” and
appropriate for a family setting.

They note that no one has
complained about the program
put on by a nonprofit group from
Hill City, S.D.

The county fair is funded
largely with property tax rev-
enues and is held in Powell. This
year’s fair was held last month.

Parco-Sinclair 
Museum  

still closed 
after fire

SINCLAIR (AP) — A year
after a fire damaged the Parco-
Sinclair Museum, the one-room
museum remains closed.

But town officials hope to
have repairs ready for the small
museum to open by the end of
the month to celebrate Sinclair’s
85th anniversary.

The museum suffered about
$75,000 in damage from a fire
on Aug. 11, 2008. The museum
needed to replace furniture, win-
dow coverings and a walnut
wall. The museum is also work-
ing to salvage paper records and
photographs damaged by soot.

The museum is located in the
former First National Bank of
Parco.

Fishing guide
helps 3 stranded 
in Snake River

GRAND TETON NATIONAL
PARK (AP) — A river fishing
guide from Jackson is being credit-
ed for helping three canoeists
stranded in the Snake River when
the canoe overturned.

The accident happened
Tuesday, when 23-year-old Will
Shafer of Ogden, Utah, and his
two young nephews overturned in
a rented canoe in Grand Teton
National Park.

Lucas Turner, a fishing guide
from the Triangle X Dude Ranch,
yelled for Shafer and guided him
and the boys to safety. Turned
called for help on his cell phone
and park rangers came to pick up
the canoeists.

Parks, 
rec board 

backs Jackson
bouldering park

JACKSON (AP) — Plans to
convert part of a park at the base of
Snow King Mountain into a boul-
dering park are gaining support.

The Jackson/Teton County
Parks and Recreation Board
agreed Thursday that a group of
climbers called the Teton Boulder
Initiative can move forward with
plans for two practice climbing
rocks and a traverse wall in Phil
Baux Park. The group will try to
raise $250,000 for the project.

The site would commemorate
the role of Teton climbing pio-
neers. The proposal is expected to
go before the Jackson Town
Council on Monday.

Jackson and Teton County have
allotted $10,000 in matching funds
to help with the project’s first
phase. The county parks and recre-
ation department has developed
preliminary plans.

Around Wyoming 

CHEYENNE (AP) — Wyoming violated its
own laws by not requiring a new coal-fired
power plant in Campbell County to emit less air
pollution, an attorney for conservation and envi-
ronmental groups argued before the state
Supreme Court Thursday.

The state’s attorney countered that it thor-
oughly vetted the plant and followed laws and
regulations.

The court took the case under advisement
and will issue an opinion later.

At issue is whether the nation’s leading coal-
producing state should be forced to more strict-
ly limit air pollutants, particularly carbon diox-
ide. Wyoming is the nation’s largest producer of
coal, and coal mining and coal-fired power
plants are a big part of the state economy and
revenue.

The hearing centered on a state air permit for
a $1.3 billion coal-fired power plant under con-
struction by North Dakota-based Basin Electric
Power Cooperative.

The Sierra Club and the Powder River Basin
Resource Council contend the Dry Fork plant is
being built with obsolete technology that allows
more air pollution than newer technology. They
say the state Department of Environmental
Quality should require less pollution because of
CO2’s contribution to climate change and air
pollution.

Robin Cooley, the attorney representing the
Sierra Club and the council, said the state also
failed to properly consider how the plant affect-
ed air standards on the Northern Cheyenne
Indian Reservation in Montana and failed to
consider regulating greenhouse gas emissions.

CO2 is a byproduct of burning coal and
Congress is considering legislation to limit the
amount of the gas the U.S. produces.

“CO2 regulation is coming whether they do
it in this permit or not, so at some point we’re
going to have to figure out how to deal with that
problem,” Cooley said after Thursday’s hearing.

“And we’re just saying let’s do it before we
build a plant that’s going to be here for 50
years.”

Nancy Vehr, attorney for the state, said the
Sierra Club and resource council were misread-
ing the law and that the state agency followed
well-established regulations and procedures in
issuing the permit.

“The DEQ didn’t ignore the law, the DEQ
followed the law,” Vehr said.

Basin Electric spokesman Daryl Hill said the
plant is about 50 percent complete and the tech-
nology advocated by the Sierra Club and the
resource council is designed for plants larger
than Dry Fork.

“In context of the appeal, the environmental
controls that are on there are some of the latest
technologies, making it one of the cleanest coal
plants in the country,” Hill said.

Under the air permit granted by the state
DEQ, the Dry Fork plant could emit up to 3.7
million tons of CO2 and 25.3 tons of methane
each year. It would provide power to more than
308,000 residential homes.

Construction started in October 2007 and the
plant is scheduled to be in operation in 2011.

Basin Electric provides power to nine states:
Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, Colorado
and New Mexico.

CO2 regulation is 
coming whether they
do it in this permit or
not, so at some point

we’re going to have to
figure out how to deal

with that problem.’ 
— Robin Cooley,

Attorney

By Michael Pearlman
outdoors@thesheridanpress.com

Sheridan Memorial Hospital
announced Thursday that Dr. Ian
Hunter will open a primary care
practice owned by the hospital in
mid-September. The practice will be
in an office building on Burton
Street near the hospital.

Hunter has been practicing inter-
nal medicine with Dr. Michael
Strahan at Strahan, Hunter, and
Associates in Sheridan for the past
two years. Hunter said he sees this
as a great opportunity to expand pri-
mary care here.

“I still strongly endorse Dr.
Strahan’s practice,” he said in a news
release. “We will remain close per-
sonal friends and care for each
other’s patients whenever neces-
sary,” he added.

Hospital Chief Executive Officer
Mike McCafferty said the hospital’s

decision to open a pri-
mary care practice
reflects a growing need
for providers at a time
when the number of
physicians specializing
in internal medicine is
dropping nationwide.

“What we’re seeing
is a decline in the foun-
dation of primary care,
and that’s extremely
detrimental to a rural
community hospital
such as ours,”
McCafferty said. “That platform of
primary care is a starting point for
all the health care that people
receive. 

“Without that base, people will
choose to go elsewhere to get that
initial point of service. If they go
elsewhere, all the other downstream
services associated with a person’s
health may go with them.”

On Aug. 6, SMH
trustees, including
Strahan, voted unani-
mously to move forward
with creating the hospi-
tal’s own primary care
practice. McCafferty said
SMH is joining many
other communities in the
region that have used a
similar approach. 

“It allows us to keep
Dr. Hunter in town and
create a practice, which is
extremely important to

us,” McCafferty said. “We can pro-
vide the support so he can really
focus on treating the patients, and
we’ll focus on the business end of it.”

Strahan said in the release that he
understands Hunter's desire to make
the move and that it will increase
Strahan’s ability to find new physi-
cians and sustain his longevity.
Strahan asked patients to understand

the decision to take separate paths is
amicable and based on practical
thought.

“We enjoy working with each
other and will continue to do so in
the future,” Strahan explained. “We'll
do anything we can do to facilitate
the care of our patients in the com-
munity.”

McCafferty said that SMH will
actively recruit physicians to the new
primary care practice and eventually
hopes to have three or four physi-
cians working with Hunter.
McCafferty said that recruiting gen-
erally takes place while physicians
are still completing their residency.

“As a community hospital, we
need to be proactive and address this
need by building a foundation of pri-
mary care here in Sheridan,”
McCafferty said. “Dr. Hunter grew
up in Sheridan, and it is great that he
wants to stay here and be a part of
that foundation.”

Dr. Ian
Hunter

Doc to open primary care practice for Memorial

Wyoming Supreme Court hears power plant dispute
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