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Andy Irion of Sheridan will be the executive chef at Sheridan Memorial Hospital beginning in December.

The Sheridan Press/Michael Sullivan

Spicing up hospital food
By Dan Fischer
outdoors@thesheridanpress.com

Hospital food seems to have a negative
image in the eyes of most: mysterious meat-
loaf and suspicious spaghetti.  

But Sheridan Memorial Hospital is trying
to tackle this perception, bringing in a new
chief executive chef who has 20 years of
experience, altering the menu and focusing on
fresh, healthy fare.

Sandy Fuller, manager of nutritional serv-
ices at the hospital, said Sheridan Memorial
has received its share of less-than-favorable
ratings about food quality from patients. 

The hospital is graded by patients on a
scale of 1-5, with 5 being the best. Fuller said
this year Sheridan Memorial scored an aver-

age score of 3.9. In 2007 it received a 2.
But the hospital has a lofty goal for its

nutrition services.
“We want,” Fuller said, “to be the model

hospital.”
Andy Irion, the hospital’s new chief exec-

utive chef, will help achieve that goal when
he starts work in December.

According to his resume, Irion has
worked as a private chef at The Flying H
Ranch and Polo Club and The Polo Ranch,
both located in Big Horn. He graduated from
The Culinary Institute of America in Hyde
Park, N.Y., and also served an apprenticeship
in Heidelberg, Germany.

As a private chef, Irion said his duties
ranged from family dinners to groups of sev-
eral hundred, and he directed a crew and did

hands-on preparations as well.
Irion said he hopes to use his experience

to help the current kitchen staff improve and
provide hands-on help with food prepara-
tion.

“With everything you cook,” Irion said,
“there’s a technique that I’ve learned.”

Irion said strong food service includes
delivery and presentation. That means avoid-
ing delays and transporting the food so that
it arrives looking and tasting as it did leaving
the kitchen.  

Presentation includes how food is placed
on the plate and the garnishes or accompani-
ment that come with the food.

“I’m big with believing you taste with
your eyes first,” Irion said.

• Memorial Hospital hires new executive chef

Air patrols, cameras to watch big inaugural crowd
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law enforcement

officials bracing for the largest crowds in inau-
gural history are preparing far-reaching securi-
ty — thousands of video cameras, sharpshoot-
ers, air patrols — to safeguard President-elect
Barack Obama’s swearing-in.

People attending the ceremony and parade
on Jan. 20 can expect to be searched by
machines, security personnel or both.
Precautions will range from the routine — mag-
netometers like those used at airports — to
countersnipers trained to hit a target the size of
a teacup saucer from 1,000 yards away. Plus
undercover officers, bomb sniffing dogs and air
patrols.

The Secret Service — the
agency coordinating the security —
also has assigned trained officials to
identify and prevent cyber security
risks. And, as it does at every inau-
guration, the service has mapped out
escape routes for the 44th president.

In addition Washington’s 5,265
surveillance cameras, spread around
the city, are expected to be fed into a
multi-agency command center.

“When you have an event like
the inauguration, the more eyes we
have in and around the city the bet-
ter off we are,” District of Columbia

Police Chief Cathy Lanier said.
Streets will be closed within seven-
to-eight blocks on both sides of
Pennsylvania Avenue, and two-to-
three blocks around each inaugural
ball site, she said.

The already-high security for
inaugurations was intensified in
January 2005, for the first swear-
ing-in after the September 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, and this
year’s will follow that heightened
model.

“I think you’re going to get peo-
ple from all walks of life come into

Washington, so I think that there will be a
tremendous influx of people that will come
early, that will camp out early and that will
probably remain, you know, to continue the fes-
tivities,” said Nick Trotta, assistant director of
the Secret Service’s Protective Division.

The inauguration is designated a National
Special Security Event, giving the Secret
Service the lead among 58 law enforcement
agencies involved in the security planning and
execution. As the date gets closer, the service
could decide to extend the special security des-
ignation to Jan. 19 — Martin Luther King Day
— when large crowds are expected to begin
gathering in Washington.

Financial crisis drives up interest in economics
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks are

down, down, down. But student
interest in economics appears to
be trending upward.

The financial crisis has made
“the dismal science” more rele-
vant and immediate to many high
school and college students, and
they are suddenly paying closer
attention in class.

“Now we can actually see the
examples while they happen,
instead of relying on history. It’s
been the most engaging class
ever,” said New York University
junior George Schwartz, who
dropped macroeconomics the first
time he took it, but is so fascinat-

ed this time that he has decided to
major in economics.

Instructors are delighted by
the opportunity to use the dramat-
ic events on Wall Street to explain
concepts students might other-
wise find dry, such as liquidity
and Federal Reserve monetary
policy.

“It is a great time to be in this
business,” said Jonathan Peters, a
College of Staten Island profes-
sor. “It’s a tremendous opportuni-
ty. It’s a teachable moment. It’s a
chance to explain these topics in
a very direct way.”

Instead of simply discussing
the theory surrounding a reces-

sion, Peters can show students a
real one, step by step. While usu-
ally he has to fight to convince
them that regulation is useful,
that has become very easy nowa-
days, he said.

At the High School of
Economics & Finance in New
York’s financial district, comput-
er science teacher Aristedes
Lourdas is also finding it easy to
engage students.

Last year, his students were so
unenthusiastic about analyzing
the financial markets that
Lourdas assigned his class to
chart NBA players’ salaries and
statistics. But this year, “I haven’t

had to use the NBA at all,” he
said. Now they are each following
the performance of three stocks
of their choosing.

Lourdas said students are
more interested because they are
realizing that the dealings a few
blocks away on Wall Street do
affect their lives. The downturn
has some worried they may not be
able to afford college.

“The inner-city kids were kind
of indifferent,” Lourdas said. But
now “all of a sudden, you see it’s
clicking. They’re getting it. Last
year, it was more like feeding
them the information.”

WEST DANVILLE, Vt. (AP)
— A thief who robbed a general
store apologized to the owner and
left the singles behind so workers
on the next shift would have some-
thing in the till.

The knife-wielding man made
off with an undetermined amount
of money from Joe’s Pond Country
Store on Wednesday after threaten-
ing owner Jeff Downs.

“I’m very sorry I have do this,”
he told Downs.

When Downs asked him to
leave behind the $1 bills for the
morning shift, he agreed.

No arrests have been made,
Vermont State Police Lt. Timothy
Clouatre said Friday.

“Usually, they’re in more of an
angry mode, ‘Just give me the
money and get out,”’ he said.
“Maybe this is somebody who’s
just desperate, but isn’t a career
criminal.”

Downs suggested that money is
scarce in the wrong places. “Wall
Street tycoons can’t live on mil-
lions and here is this kid willing to
be shot or go to jail for a couple of
hundred bucks. Something is not
right.”

Cathy
Lanier
D.C. Police
Chief

• Oddities

Please see Chef, Page 2

Cabinet 
pick

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President-elect Barack Obama is
likely to name Timothy Geithner,
president of the New York
Federal Reserve, as treasury sec-
retary in a time of intense eco-
nomic turmoil as he rounds out
the upper echelon of his Cabinet,

a senior
Democratic
official
familiar
with the
delibera-
tions said
Friday.

New
York Sen.
Hillary
Rodham
Clinton, in
line to
become
Secretary
of State,

said through a spokesman that
discussions were “very much on
track” for that appointment but
no final arrangement had been
made.

Obama also has selected Eric
Holder, a top Justice Department
aide in the Clinton administra-
tion, as his attorney general.

If nominated and confirmed
by the Senate, Geithner, 47,
would assume chief responsibili-
ty for tackling an economic slow-
down and a credit crunch that
threaten to create the deepest
recession in more than a genera-
tion. The president of the New
York federal reserve, he has
played a key role in the govern-
ment’s response to the financial
crisis and has worked closely
with Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson.

Thief apologizes after holdup

• Source:
Obama to tap
Geithner for 
Treasury post

Timothy
Geithner
Likely
Treasury
Secretary
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Bonds
approved

By Daniel Fischer
outdoors@thesheridanpress.com

The Northern Wyoming
Community College District board
of trustees unanimously approved
two bond-related resolutions
Thursday to finance construction of
residence halls in Sheridan and
Gillette.

Cheryl Heath, vice president for
administration and chief financial
officer for the district, said the first
resolution sanctions a $10 million
bond issue in January and the refi-
nancing of $1.2 million of 2002
bonds at a
reduced
interest rate
of 4 percent
(compared
to 5.4 per-
cent previ-
ously).  

The sec-
ond resolu-
tion
approves
reimburse-
ment of the
college’s
operating
fund using
bond proceeds. This is needed,
Heath said, because construction in
Sheridan starts today and construc-
tion in Gillette is ongoing.  

The board in March approved
up to $20 million in bonds. Those
bonds are being issued in two
parts, and the closing of the first
$10 million issue was in June.

Heath said bonds for public
colleges are issued $10 million at a
time to get the best rates from
banks that invest in the bonds.

Heath said the cost of the
Sheridan construction is $10 mil-
lion for 150 beds, and the Gillette
construction will cost $8.5 million
for 100 beds. She said 83 beds in
Sheridan are complete.  

Heath said Whitney benefits of
Sheridan will cover 75 percent of
the construction costs at Sheridan
College. The city of Gillette will
cover 85 percent of the new stu-
dent housing there. 

The bond issue, Heath said,
allows these payments to be made
over time rather than upfront.

The board also approved a one-
year contract extension through
2011 for Kevin Drumm, president
of the Northern Wyoming
Community College District,
which includes Sheridan College,
Gillette College and the Buffalo
Outreach.  

• Board OKs 
bond-related
resolutions 
to build dorms

Kevin
Drumm
NWCCD
President

Please see Bond, Page 2
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 10:00  AM  – 3:00  PM
 THANKSGIVING BRUNCH

 Fresh Fruit And Cheese Display
 Fresh Poached Salmon

 W/ Mini Bagels

 SALADS:
 Watercress Salad W/ Marinated Cucumbers, Tomato, Capers 

 And Olives
 Fennel And Apple Slaw

 Baby Shrimp Salad

 HOT ENTREES:
 Buttermilk Biscuits And Country Gravy

 Eggs Florentine
 Lyonnaise Potatoes

 Apple Smoked Bacon, Maple Sausage Links, Grilled Ham
 Braised Turkey Legs W/ Mushroom Gravy

 And Fall Harvest Rice
 Soy And Molasses Glazed Smoked Pork Loin

 W/ Sweet Potato Cassarole
 Mashed Red Bliss Potatoes

 Homestyle Stuffing/Oyster Stuffing
 Harvester Green And Yellow Beans

 CARVED:
 Roast Turkey Breast 

 Garlic And Rosemary Roast Leg Of Lamb
 Omelette Station

 Adults $18.95, Kids 6-12 $6.95
 5 & under eat for Free

 673-4800 • 23 Country Club Lane

 at The Powder Horn

 Reservations 

 Recommended

 Order Early for 
 Business Discounts

 674-8243

 WE HAVE MOVED
 to 240  BROADWAY

 Great Parking!
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Separately, officials said New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson had
emerged as a likely pick as
Commerce Secretary. Like
Clinton, he was a rival of
Obama’s for the Democratic pres-
idential nomination last winter.
He dropped out after the early
contests, though, and soon threw
his support behind the eventual
winner.

It was not clear when Obama
intended to make a formal
announcement of any of his
picks. He has largely stayed out
of public view since his election
on Nov. 4, preferring to work
quietly in a suite of offices in
downtown Chicago.

While speculation has been
rampant about numerous
Cabinet-level appointments,
there has been relatively little
about Obama’s choice as
Defense Secretary. His aides
encouraged speculation before
the election that Robert Gates,
who now holds the position,
would remain in office for an
interim period.

The officials who discussed

Obama’s plans Friday did so on
condition of anonymity, saying
they were not authorized to pre-
empt any formal announcement.

Obama has repeatedly
referred to the economic crisis as
the top priority for his new
administration.

Geithner held posts in the
Treasury Department under three
administrations and five secre-
taries before moving to the New
York Fed in 2003. He also held
positions at the International
Monetary Fund and was
employed at the private firm of
former Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger.

The Dow Jones industrials
soared by nearly 500 points late
in the day, a sharp rise that coin-
cided with first reports of
Geithner’s possible appointment.

Meanwhile, the Clinton saga
was proving to be one of the
longest-running and more public
of the secrecy-shrouded search
for an Obama Cabinet.

A week ago, the New York
senator flew unannounced to
Chicago to meet with the presi-
dent-elect. That gave way to
days of negotiations in which her

husband, former President Bill
Clinton, agreed to disclose the
names of donors to his library
and charitable foundation in
anticipation of the close scrutiny
her nomination would be sure to
face.

Obama has moved with
unusual speed to select officials
for his administration. And one
Democrat said John Podesta, a
leader of the transition team, had
told Senate aides during the day
that Obama hopes for speedy
confirmation so the new adminis-
tration can get to work quickly
after Jan. 20.

Other Cabinet selections
include former Senate Majority
Leader Tom Daschle of South
Dakota as secretary of Health
and Human Services, and
Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano
as secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security.

Napolitano was an early sup-
porter of candidate Obama
among the ranks of Democratic
governors, as was Kathleen
Sebelius of Kansas. Sebelius has
figured prominently in recent
days in speculation as possible
secretary of labor.

(Continued from Page 1)

Cabinet

Irion and Fuller both spoke of
providing a healthier, more varied
menu.

“I think,” Irion said, “healthy food
and health care should go hand in
hand.”

Both described ways to jazz up
selections.

Irion said he hopes to offer comfort
food — with a twist.

Ordinary baked salmon could be
enhanced as oak plank salmon with a
rhubarb glaze. Meatloaf could become
grilled barbecue meatloaf. Fried chick-
en could be replaced by panko-crusted
crispy chicken.

Irion said he would like to bring in
more international food: Chinese,
Thai, Indian and German.

“We’d like to see,” he said, “how it
all goes over.”

Irion said he also wants to bring in
a seasonal menu or a menu that

changes weekly.  
He said a seasonal menu could fea-

ture spring peas, lamb and asparagus in
spring; more sauces and root vegeta-
bles such as turnips and parsnips in
winter; and lighter offerings such as
salad and fish in summer.

“The idea that healthy food doesn’t
taste good,” Irion said — “we’re going
to throw that idea out the window.”

Irion added he hopes to use more
fresh and fewer frozen and manufac-
tured ingredients.

Fuller said she would like to bring
in more fresh food as well but noted
the hospital is also limited by the lack
of local agriculture. The hospital’s
food, she said, comes from food serv-
ice. 

Fuller said the hospital now serves
fresh, seasonal fruit, however — can-
taloupe, watermelon, strawberries and
grapes.

“No more canned peaches,” she
said.

Improvement plans include a
room-service-style menu. Irion said
this will return to patients some of the
control they lose in hospitals.

“Now,” Irion said, “with a room-
service menu, they’ll be able to order
what they want, when they want, how
they want it.”

Hospitals in Casper, Cheyenne and
Jackson all provide room service as
well, Fuller said. 

She said Sheridan Memorial is also
joining a trend by bringing in a chef.
Because food is tied to emotions and
allows patients to feel a sense of con-
trol, she said more hospitals are taking
this step. 

She said chefs are attracted to hos-
pitals because they are tired of working
until 1 or 2 a.m. and desire standard
hours and benefits.

“I think the patents are going to be
pleasantly surprised,” Irion said, “by
getting some of the best food they’ve
ever had.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Chef

The board discussed the con-
tract during a closed session that
lasted more than an hour. Drumm
said his salary for the entire con-
tract is not determined, but he
receives a 6 percent raise for the
period Oct. 1, 2008, to Sept. 30,
2009. Drumm said his salary
before Oct. 1 was $157,300, so the

raise will increase it to $166,700.
Upon announcing the exten-

sion, board members had positive
words for Drumm.

“We greatly appreciate what
you do on behalf of this district,”
said board member Kati Sherwood.

“It was mostly just a vote of
confidence for the great job he’s
done,” said outgoing Board Chair
Mike Nickel.

Thursday’s meeting was the last
for Nickel and board member
Christy Wright. Neither ran for re-
election. Nickel was elected as a
Sheridan County commissioner
earlier this month.

Wright and Nickel will be
replaced by Rolf Distad and Brian
King at the board’s next meeting,
in December.

(Continued from Page 1)

Bond

NEW YORK (AP) — Wal-Mart
Stores Inc., the world’s largest
retailer, unexpectedly announced
Friday that its chief executive will
retire in February and be replaced
by the head of its international divi-
sion.

The surprise change in leader-
ship right before the crucial holiday
season comes as Wal-Mart has
roared back to success as people
looking for bargains shop more at
discounters. Still, the company
faces hurdles ahead amid slowing
growth in the U.S., and analysts say
the decision to tap an international
executive serves as a testament that
the company sees its future growth
oversees.

Bentonville, Ark.-based Wal-
Mart said Mike Duke, 58, vice
chairman of its international divi-
sion, will take the reins from Lee
Scott, 59, effective Feb. 1. Duke
also becomes a member of the
board of directors immediately.

Scott, who joined Wal-Mart in
1979 and became president and
CEO in 2000, will continue as
chairman of the executive commit-
tee of the board until January 2011,
according to Wal-Mart spokesman
Dave Tovar. He will also serve as
an adviser to Duke until 2011.

During his tenure, Scott faced
increasing scrutiny particularly from
union-backed groups over issues
from environmental concerns to
wages and health care, which critics
say have been too skimpy. The neg-
ative publicity had depressed the
company’s stock price for two and a
half years and made the company
the poster child for bad corporate
behavior.

But Wal-Mart’s overhaul of its
stores and merchandise and its re-

emphasis
on low
prices came
together at
a time when
the econo-
my began
to turn sour
last year.
Since
September
2007, Wal-
Mart’s
shares have
made a

remarkable comeback and its image
has improved as the company, under
Lee’s leadership, implemented envi-
ronmental sustainability efforts, a
discount drug program for cus-
tomers and other initiatives.

“The absence of (Scott’s) steady
hand, leadership, and political clout
will be a minus for the company as
his strategic decisions ultimately
brought the company back to its
roots and raised its public relations
profile,” wrote Adrianne Shapira, a
retail analyst at Goldman Sachs in a
note released Friday. But she
praised Duke’s abilities, noting that
Wal-Mart’s strong fundamentals
should ensure a smooth leadership
transition as Duke inherits a compa-
ny in “its sweet spot.”

Even in recent weeks, the stock
has held up as most company’s
shares have plunged. Last week, the
retailer said third-quarter profit rose
10 percent as shoppers snapped up
early Christmas promotions.

Tovar said the decision to name
Duke was part of an “ongoing rigor-
ous succession planning process.”

“We think the right time is now,
a time of strength and momentum
for the company,” Tovar told The

Associated Press. “Our strategy is
sound, and Mike has been integrally
involved in developing and execut-
ing the strategy.”

He added, “with all of this in
mind, Lee decided the time was
right for him to retire and
approached the board about doing
so.”

Wal-Mart shares rose $2.26, or
4.5 percent, to close at $52.92 on
the news Friday.

Some analysts found the timing
puzzling, while others said the
change may be necessary to put a
new face on the company to deal
with a new U.S. government.

“The thing is, Wal-Mart is doing
well, so why change now, especially
as we head into a long recession?”
said Gerard Roche, senior chairman
of executive recruiter Heidrick &
Struggles International. “We are fac-
ing a critical holiday season when
maximum leadership is called for.”

David Nassar, director of the
union-backed group Wal-Mart
Watch — which has been pushing
for Wal-Mart to make changes to its
business practices — said he did
not think the change could be
divorced from the broader political
backdrop.

Wal-Mart faces some challenges
ahead with the administration of
President-elect Barack Obama, who
has pushed for the passage of the
Free Choice Act, legislation that
makes it easier to unionize workers.
Scott told investors in October that
he believes unionization could harm
corporate America’s competitive-
ness, but had said that he was look-
ing forward to working with a new
president and Congress, regardless
of party, to find solutions to big
economic challenges.

Duke to take over as Wal-Mart CEO

Mike
Duke
Wal-Mart
CEO

Local news? 
Call 

The Sheridan 
Press 

at 672-2431.


	1
	2
	3
	4 Opinion
	5 People
	6 Church directory
	7 Church life
	8
	9
	10 Comics
	11 Scene
	12
	B1 Sports
	B2
	B3 Classified
	B4
	B5 Business
	B6
	home



