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Thanks — in book form

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — The Sheridan
Memorial Hospital Board of
Trustees took time to thank some of
its major donors for their contribu-
tions to the Welch Cancer Center
during their board meeting
Wednesday.

Representatives from the The
Leona M.
and Harry
B.
Helmsley
Charitable
Trust
were in
Sheridan
and were
recog-
nized for
their
recent
grant of
more than
$3 million to the cancer center proj-
ect.

“This has been such a blessing,”
Sheridan Memorial Hospital
Foundation Executive Director Ada
Kirven said of the major donors. 

The foundation has raised nearly
$6 million to date, surpassing its
original $4 million goal.

Major local donors include the
Vernon S. and Rowena W. Griffith
Foundation, Joe and Arlene Watt
Foundation and William F. and
Lorene W. Welch Foundation.

Representatives from the
Helmsley Charitable Trust visited
from South Dakota to participate in
Wednesday’s recognition and recep-
tion of major donors.

“This has been one of the
fastest, most furious grants we’ve
done,” said Heidi Schultz, program
officer for the rural health care pro-
gram at Helmsley Charitable Trust.

She added that the speed with
which the trust operated at to make
the grant possible was quick, but
for a good cause.

“It is exciting to be able to help
and make an impact on so many
lives,” Schultz said. “We know how
questionable travel can be in rural
areas and the more we can do to
ensure people can get care closer to
home the better.”

Schultz
thanked
the hospi-
tal board
and the
other
major
donors for
allowing
the
Helmsley
Charitable
Trust to
participate
in the can-

cer center project.
Hospital facilities manager Rob

Forister gave the board an update
on the cancer center’s progress,
saying the project is about one
week ahead of schedule.

Forister said ground com-
paction at the center’s site has
been mostly completed and foun-
dation and floor work should
begin soon.

“Then pretty soon you’ll see
walls going up,” Forister said.

The project is expected to be
completed next fall.

In other business:
The trustees heard from CFO

Ed Johlman that the hospital had
its best July, with approximately
$8.6 million in revenues and
expenses under budget by about
$200,000.

State identifies three killed in oilfield explosion
CHEYENNE (AP) — A state agency

Wednesday released the names of the three
workers killed in an oilfield explosion this
week northeast of Casper, deaths that close-
ly followed a report showing a spike in
worker fatalities in Wyoming.

The Department of Workforce Services
identified the victims as James Turner, 55, of
Double D Welding and Fabrication of Mills;
Llewellyn Dort, 32, of Casper, and Gerardo

Alatorre, no age available, of Mills, both
with Wild West Construction of Glenrock.

The three men died Monday in a blast at
an oil production facility owned by Samson
Resources Co. while they were installing a
piping system from storage tanks to a device
that separates oil and water.

J.D. Danni, manager of the Wyoming
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration program, said two 4,000-gal-

lon tanks that hold oil and water exploded at
the scene, causing a fire that burned about 10
acres on the Hornbuckle Ranch.

Danni said his office is investigating at
the site of the blast about 40 miles northeast
of Casper and has six months to complete a
report about the cause of the explosion and
to determine whether any workplace safety
regulations were violated. Danni said
Samson has no record of state workplace

safety violations.
Company spokeswoman Tina Wells

said Wednesday that Samson also is look-
ing into the incident but couldn’t say
whether the Tulsa, Okla.,-based energy
company would ever release its own
assessment.

Wyoming for years has ranked among
the top states in the incidence of worker
fatalities. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama will a deliver
rare address to a joint session of Congress next week to introduce a
long-awaited plan for jobs and economic growth, but not before being
forced to yield in a test of wills with House Speaker John Boehner
over not what he would say, but when he would say it.

Obama agreed to schedule his address on Sept. 8 after Boehner
balked at the president’s request for a Sept. 7 speech.

Obama’s address still gives him a grand stage to unveil his eco-
nomic agenda, though it falls on the same evening as the opening
game of the National Football League season. White House commu-
nications director Dan Pfeiffer said Thursday morning that Obama
would finish his remarks before kickoff, which is set for 8:30 p.m.
EDT.

“This has been such a
blessing.” The Memorial
Hospital Foundation has
raised nearly $6 million to
date for the Welch Cancer
Center, surpassing its
original $4 million goal. 

Foundation Exec. Director
Ada Kirven

Quotable

By Caitlin Addlesperger
caitlin@thesheridanpress.com

SHERIDAN — Sheridan County Fulmer
Public Library will be about 700 books richer,
thanks to a $6,000 donation from Akira Sakai of
Kimitsu City, Japan. 

Almost 40 years after his stay in Wyoming as an
exchange student, Sakai returned this week to show
his gratitude to the Sheridan community with a contri-
bution to enhance the library’s literature and cultural
collections. Sakai stayed at Bill and Joyce Laya’s fam-
ily ranch near Ranchester in 1973; this week, he, his

daughter, and his son-in-law are staying with the fam-
ily in time to celebrate Mr. Laya’s 81st birthday today.

Wednesday morning, Mr. and Mrs. Laya, mem-
bers of the library board, and community members
gathered in the library’s Inner Circle to welcome Sakai
back to Sheridan and thank him for his generosity.

On behalf of the library board and members,
library director Cameron Duff presented Sakai with
books by local authors (some of which Sakai, a self-
proclaimed Wyophile, already owned) and a tote bag
as tokens of appreciation. 

• SMH board recognizes 
donors to Cancer Center

Akira Sakai of Kimitsu City, Japan, flips through Ernest Hemingway books Wednesday morn-
ing at the Sheridan County Fulmer Public Library. The books were purchased with money from
a $6,000 donation he made to the library.

• Former exchange student gives $6,000 to Fulmer

Please see Books, Page 2
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A visit 
to the 

Dog and Cat 
Shelter

Sheridan Manor Activities Director
Lisa Kramer and resident Agnes
Anderson visit some of the dogs that
are available for adoption Wednesday
afternoon at the Dog and Cat Shelter.
Manor residents donated two large
boxes of blankets, dog treats and toys
for animals at the shelter.

The Sheridan Press/Blaine McCartney

Obama sets sights 
on jobs speech

Please see Speech, Page 2

Please see Thanks, Page 2

Panel: Keep 
some emails 

to Wyo. public 
officials secret

SUNDANCE (AP) — An interim
legislative committee has advanced
proposals that include making emails
sent to members of city councils,
school boards and other elected offi-
cials exempt from public records law.

The proposal from the Joint
Judiciary Interim Committee would
keep such correspondence from pub-
lic view unless it is sent to a majori-
ty of the elected members of a partic-
ular governing body. The committee
met in Sundance this week.

Another proposal would remove
from public purview many of the
documents that public officials use
to make policy and spending deci-
sions.

Open-government advocates say
they will fight any proposal that
includes the email and document
provisions.

But some lawmakers say releas-
ing too much information too early
may discourage public debate.
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Grand Prize: 2012 Toyota Camry 
1st Place: Cancun Vacation 

2nd Place: 46� Samsung LED TV 
3rd Place: $500 in Chamber Bucks 

Buy your ticket today to help support the  
Sheridan County Chamber of Commerce and have 

a chance to win one of four amazing prizes  
donated by local businesses. Tickets are $100 

each and only 500 will be sold so get yours early! 

Drawing will be held Wednesday, October 26 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
at Fremont Toyota. Bring the family down for a great BBQ and to 
see if you are a lucky winner! You do not have to be present to 
win. Tickets are available at the Chamber of Commerce located in 
the Sheridan Visitor�s Center. For more information visit our  
website (www.sheridanwyoingchamber.org) or give us a call at  
672-2485. 
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SMH Quality Services Manager Lajune Bacon
also reported that the hospital’s ratings for pediatric
services improved greatly over the previous fiscal year.

The hospital also improved its patient identification
error rate and decreased the number of cath-related uri-
nary tract infections. 

Bacon said the hospital will continue to work to
improve across the board.

(Continued from Page 1)

Thanks

Sheridan Memorial Hospital Foundation Executive Director Ada Kirven, left, and Sheridan Wells Fargo
Business Banking Manager Anthony Spiegelberg, right, visit with Heidi Schultz, program officer for The
Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust Foundation Wednesday at SMH. Kirven thanked major
donors for the Welch Cancer Center during the SMH board of trustees meeting Wednesday.

The reception featured a table
bedecked with a newly purchased
collection of novels and short sto-
ries by Ernest Hemingway, a
favorite author of Sakai’s; a variety
of books on Japanese language and
culture; and books representing
nations and cultures from around
the world. 

The sight of these books, tangi-
ble evidence of his donation, made
Sakai “almost ecstatic,” he said.

Sakai also handed out free
copies of his recently self-pub-
lished book, “Going Back to
Sheridan: A Memoir from Japan.”
The book includes stories and pho-
tographs from his home stay with
Ranchester residents Bill and Joyce
Laya in 1973, his life in Japan, and
his subsequent trips to the U.S. 

Sakai’s memoir and donated
books are now available for check-
out, said Duff. The remainder of the
books will be purchased over the
next six months.

“(Sakai’s donation) means we

are now able to expand our collec-
tions by so many books,” said Duff.
“It’s great — we get a lot of dona-
tions, but this is the first sizable
donation from someone from out-
side the country.”

Sakai is happy to provide the
community with new books.

“I love the town of Sheridan and
the Sheridan people very much,” he
said with the help of his daughter-
turned-translator, Satomi Whittet of
Shawnee, Okla. “This will show my
gratitude. The more resources you
have, the more you learn new things
you didn’t know — I hope to make
Sheridan more happy.”

The Layas then addressed Sakai
and the crowd, mirroring their for-
mer exchange student’s apprecia-
tion.

“What a joy it has been to know
Akira,” said Mr. Laya. “He has
become a great friend. He is cer-
tainly welcome in Sheridan any-
time.”

Mrs. Laya added, “He has been
a good influence on our family, on
our six children.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Books

The change will allow a planned
Sept. 7 Republican presidential debate in
Simi Valley, Calif., to proceed without
Obama upstaging it.

Still, by seeking a rare joint session
of Congress as his audience, Obama will
get a nationally televised address that
puts him face to face with Republican
lawmakers who have bitterly opposed
his agenda and who have vowed to vote
down any new spending he might pro-
pose.

“It is our responsibility to find bipar-
tisan solutions to help grow our econo-
my, and if we are willing to put country
before party, I am confident we can do
just that,” Obama wrote Wednesday in a
letter to Boehner, R-Ohio, and Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.

White House press secretary Jay
Carney said Thursday the dust-up dram-

atizes why “people are fed up” with
Washington.

“It is such nonsense.This is what
people hate about politics,” Republican
presidential candidate Jon Huntsman
said.

Carney said, “Our intention was
merely for the president to address a
joint session as soon as possible,” to out-
line his plan for revving up the economy
and taking the unemployment problem
on head-on.

“Our interest is in not having a polit-
ical back and forth here at all,” Carney
told MSNBC in an interview. He said
the White House yielded when Boehner
insisted the speech be next Thursday,
instead of Wednesday.

“Americans are sick and tired of the
partisan bickering” in the capital,”
Carney said. He argued that
Obama’s aim is to “focus on things
we can do” to spur the economy.

(Continued from Page 1)

Speech

In wake of Irene, cleanup 
begins across Northeast

Courtesy photo

WALLINGTON, N.J. (AP) —
Weary residents across the Northeast
pulled soggy furniture and ruined posses-
sions onto their front lawns as they
cleaned up and surveyed the damage
wrought by Hurricane Irene.

The mess of destroyed furniture on
Paul Postma’s front lawn looked like a
yard sale gone wrong. Over the week-
end, Postma had watched as more than
two feet of rain filled the bottom level of
his home in Lincoln Park, N.J. On
Wednesday, he was using bleach to wipe
down the house’s mud-soaked walls.

“None of this has value,” he said. “At
least not anymore.”

President Barack Obama on Sunday
will visit Paterson, N.J., where currents
of the Passaic River swept through the
city of 150,000, flooding part of down-
town and forcing the emergency evacua-
tions of hundreds of people who likely
underestimated the storm’s ferocity.

National Guard helicopters ferried
supplies Wednesday to mountain com-
munities in Vermont that had no electric-
ity, no telephone service and limited
transportation in or out. Elsewhere, the
massive cleanup effort was already well
under way at homes, farms and business-
es across the flood-scarred landscape.

Repair estimates indicated that the
storm would almost certainly rank
among the nation’s costliest natural dis-
asters, despite packing a lighter punch
than initially feared. Even as rivers final-
ly stopped rising in Vermont, New Jersey,
and Connecticut, many communities and
farm areas remained flooded, and offi-
cials said complete damage estimates

were nowhere in sight.
An estimate released immediately

after Irene by the Kinetic Analysis Corp.,
a Maryland-based consulting firm that
uses computer models to estimate storm
losses, put the damage at $7.2 billion in
eight states and Washington, D.C.

That would eclipse damage from
Hurricane Bob, which caused $1 billion
in damage in New England in 1991 or
the equivalent of about $1.7 billion today,
and Hurricane Gloria, which swept
through the region in 1985 and left $900
million in damage, the equivalent of $1.9
billion today, according to the Insurance
Information Institute.

Large sections of Wallington, N.J.,
remained underwater after a cruel one-
two punch: The Passaic River flooded
the heart-shaped hamlet Sunday and then
receded, only to rise again late Tuesday,
forcing a new round of evacuations.

“Sunday morning, the water was
only up to here,” said Kevin O’Reilly,
gesturing to where his front lawn used to
meet the sidewalk. “My daughter and I
took a walk around the block. We figured
everything would be fine.”

Only hours later, waves were bounc-
ing off the house, and the basement win-
dows shattered.

“It sounded like Niagara Falls,”
O’Reilly said. “It just filled up immedi-
ately, and this is what we’ve been dealing
with since then.”

The town is accustomed to moderate
flooding because it sits atop a network of
underground streams that form a water
table already saturated by record August
rainfall.

In Vermont, at Killington Elementary
School, residents came for a free hot dog
and corn-on-the-cob. Jason and Angela
Heaslip picked up a bag filled with
peanut butter, cereal and toilet paper for
their three children and three others who
are visiting from Long Island.

“Right now, they’re getting little por-
tions because we’re trying to make the
food last,” said Jason Heaslip, who only
has a dollar in his bank account because
the storm has kept him from getting paid
by the resort where he works.

Don Fielder, a house painter in
Gaysville, Vt., said the White River
roared through his house, tearing the first
floor off the foundation and filling a bath-
room tub with mud. He was upbeat as he
showed a visitor the damage, but said
he’s reluctant to go into town for fear he
will cry when people ask about the home
he built himself 16 years ago.

Other losses include a 1957 Baldwin
piano and a collection of 300 Beanie
Babies amassed by his daughter, who
does not live with him but has a bedroom
at his house.

“I bet that’s in the river,” he said.
Irene has led to the deaths of at least

45 people in 13 states. If that death
toll stands, it would be comparable
to 1999’s Hurricane Floyd, which
also struck North Carolina and
charged up the East Coast into New
England, causing most of its 57
deaths by inland drowning. At the
time, it was the deadliest U.S. hurri-
cane in nearly 40 years but was later
dwarfed by the 1,800 deaths caused
by Katrina in 2005.
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