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Set in a soundproof booth, Thomas Laya of Sheridan Audiology demonstrates how he tests infants’ hearing at his Sheridan office
Wednesday. Stuffed animals at left and in two other unseen corners make various noises at different decibels drawing the infants’ atten-
tion while Laya records their hearing results. Laya will be demonstrating the test at the “It's All About You, Baby” fair May 22.

‘It’s All About You, Baby’

 May 22 baby fair will inform parents about local resources

From gtaff reports

A free “baby fair” this month spon-
sored by Sheridan Memorial Hospital will
help parents find out about local resources
regarding their newborn or toddler.

"It's All About You, Baby" will take
place May 22 from 10 am.-1 p.m. at the
Medical Arts Building, 1333 W. Fifth St.
in Sheridan.

Cecile Pattison, community relations
coordinator at Memorial, said in a press
release, "Parents of babies and toddlers
and expectant parents will find local infor-
mation on screening and educational serv-
ices, information on keeping children safe
and healthy, parenting tips and other local
resources on a variety of topics for parents
and children."

The release adds that some of the top-
ics addressed at the fair include develop-
ment screenings, pediatric respiratory
health, breast-feeding, baby portraits, car
seat safety, eye and ear health, immuniza-
tion, newborn and child safety, and infec-
tion prevention.

Also available, according to the
release, will be resources for children's
activities, reading, healthy cleaning prod-
ucts, nutrition, and tobacco and SIDS pre-
vention.

Pattison said more than 20 booths will
be at the fair.

"It's probably (drawn) more partici-
pants than we anticipated,” she said.

One who will have a booth at the fair is
Tom Laya, an audiologist at Wyoming
Audiology and Hearing Inc. in Sheridan.

Laya will be showing how he screens
babies with visual reinforcement audiome-
try: A mother and child sit in a small
sound room during the procedure; when
the baby responds to a noise, the child is
"rewarded" by seeing a puppet move.

"It is so important that everybody think
about their baby's hearing, because it is so
important in their development,” Laya
said.

Pattison said the idea for the baby fair
came from former maintenance employee
John Prado. He said a hospital he worked
at in Alaska held a baby fair and it was a
success.

"l think that people who are about to
have a baby, just had a baby, or are consid-
ering having a baby just want to know
what is out there," Pattison said.






