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A Physician Needs Assessment completed last
fall by Strategy House Advisory Group of Roswell,
Ga., recommended adding 34 physicians by 2014 to
address impending retirements and allow SMH to
offer a wider range of specialized care. The clearest
area of critical need identified in the study is pri-
mary care, where the study recommends nine more
physicians.

The consultant’s report also recommends seven
new internal medicine physicians, six pediatricians,
three psychiatrists and two obstetricians/gynecol o-
gists over the next five years. Eight members of the
hospital’s medical staff are over age 60 and expect-
ed to retire over the same period.

McCafferty said the study is just one tool used to
determine physician needs in the community.

“We need to be respectful and thoughtful to the
fact that we have some physicians in this communi-
ty and we don’t want to adversely impact their busi-
ness as well,” he said. “Some services might not be
appropriate at this point in time, but perhaps in five
or 10 years depending on population and the devel-
opment of technology.”

SMH Program Development Manager LaNora
Dixon said that when recruiting physicians, the hos-
pital seeks those who they feel will be compatible

with the community over the long term.

“We're particularly careful about finding people
that are a match for our community, because it’s not
just recruiting a physician, it's recruiting their fami-
lies,” Dixon said. “We have great schools and we
have a beautiful area.”

Currently one dermatologist, one urologist and
one otolaryngologist (ear, nose and throat) are prac-
ticing in Sheridan. In addition, specialties such as
nephrology and medical oncology are currently sup-
ported by Billings physicians, Dixon said.

According to Dixon, the hospital is negotiating
an agreement with a new medical oncologist to join
the staff at Welch Cancer Center. That physician is
expected to begin practicing later this month or in
June.

Medical oncology and hematology services at the
Welch Cancer Center have been provided by Dr. Kim
Fehir. Dr. John Stamato is the Welch Cancer
Center’s radiation oncologist.

To address a shortage of surgeons, the hospital
recently recruited Dr. Sarah Smith, the daughter of
retired orthopedic surgeon Dr. Chris Smith. In addi-
tion, Dr. Walt Gould has come out of retirement to
perform surgeries.

“The most effective way we've been able to
recruit is through physicians relationships with
other physicians,” McCafferty said.





